GATHERING IN GOD’S WORD
Prelude
Sharing Our Lives in Prayer
Prayer Requests
Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
Welcome
Letting God In
During this time, we invite you to prepare your heart and your mind for worship. We want you to be able to
use this quiet time to settle your thoughts, set aside any distractions that may be troubling you, and focus your whole
self on God. Open your heart, your mind, and your spirit, and let God into your life.
Centering Prayer: Let justice roll down like water.
As you breathe in, pray, “Let justice roll down.”
As you breathe out, pray, “Like water.”
* Opening Praise (from Psalm 16):
One: We take refuge in God –
Many: God, our strength and our protection.
One: We say to the Lord, “You are our God.
Many: Apart from you, we have nothing.”
One: We will bless the Lord our God
Many: From the depth of our hearts and minds and souls.
One: Our God is ever before us,
Many: God, our strength and our protection.
ALL: We take refuge in God.
* Invitation to Confession
* Joining in Prayer (from the Book of Common Worship, © 2018, Westminster John Knox Press):
Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you. You call, but we have not listened. We walk
away from neighbors in need, wrapped in our own concerns. We condone evil, prejudice, warfare, and
greed. God of grace, help us to admit our sin, so that as you come to us in mercy, we may repent, turn to
you, and receive forgiveness. (Please take a moment for silent reflection and confession.)
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we pray.
Amen.
* God’s Promise of Grace
* The Peace of Christ
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you.
* Song of Peace: “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
(reprinted with permission, © Jan-Lee Music, copyright-protected alternate lyrics)
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God our Creator, we are family.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow.
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.
Prayer to Open Minds and Hearts

HEARING GOD’S WORD

Scripture reading – Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24 (from the Common English Bible, © 2011)
1 These are the words of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa. He perceived these things concerning Israel
two years before the earthquake, in the days of Judah's King Uzziah and in the days of Israel's King Jeroboam,
Joash's son. 2 He said: The LORD roars from Zion. He shouts from Jerusalem; the pastures of the shepherds wither,
and the top of Carmel dries up. … 5:14 Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of
heavenly forces, will be with you just as you have said. 15 Hate evil, love good, and establish justice at the city gate.
Perhaps the LORD God of heavenly forces will be gracious to what is left of Joseph. … 21 I hate, I reject your
festivals; I don't enjoy your joyous assemblies. 22 If you bring me your entirely burned offerings and gifts of food— I
won't be pleased; I won't even look at your offerings of well-fed animals. 23 Take away the noise of your songs; I
won't listen to the melody of your harps. 24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream.
Sermon: “If Water Is Essential, Then …” – Rev. Lisa Johnson
Hymn #100 – My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout
(from Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press)
My soul cries out with a joyful shout
That the God of my heart is great,
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things
That you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight,
And my weakness you did not spurn,
So from east to west
Shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
And the world is about to turn.
Though I am small, my God, my all,
You work great things in me,
And your mercy will last from the depths of the past
To the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame,
And to those who would for you yearn,
You will show your might,
Put the strong to flight,
For the world is about to turn.
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
And the world is about to turn.
From the halls of power to the fortress tower,
Not a stone will be left on stone.

Let the king beware for your justice tears
Every tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more,
For the food they can never earn;
There are tables spread;
Every mouth be fed,
For the world is about to turn.
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
And the world is about to turn.
Though the nations rage from age to age,
We remember who holds us fast:
God’s mercy must deliver us
From the conqueror’s crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard
Is the promise which holds us bound,
Till the spear and rod
Can be crushed by God,
Who is turning the world around.
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
And the world is about to turn.
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
Coming Together in Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Hymn #48 – Rain Down (sing through 3 times)
(from Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press)
Rain down; rain down;
Rain down your love on your people.
Rain down; rain down;
Rain down your love, God of life.
Prayer of Gratitude and Blessing
Our offering plates are located at the entrance to the sanctuary. This offering allows us to continue our
outreach and mission both here in the community of Oronoco and beyond – in the greater Rochester area, in
Minnesota, and even around the world. We are grateful for your willingness to join us in this mission and thank you for
your generosity.
Announcements
* Charge & Blessing
Postlude

BEING SENT OUT IN GOD’S WORD

* indicates please rise in body or spirit as you feel led

