
Palm Sunday 
Sun., Apr. 10 
10:00 a.m. worship 
 
Maundy Thursday 
Soup & Bread Supper 
Worship Around the Table 
Thurs., Apr. 14 
*Since we cannot gather around common tables at church again this year, you can pick up a Maundy 
Thursday home worship packet at church starting Sun., Apr. 10 (Palm Sunday). It will include a table 
liturgy as well as a few recipes – ones that have been favorites in Maundy Thursdays past. I encourage 
you to try to start your meals – whatever they may be – as close to 6:00 p.m. as possible. That way, 
even apart, we will be taking our meals together.* 

 
Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
A Service of Darkness and Shadow 
Fri., Apr. 15  
7:30 p.m.  
* This worship service will be both in-person and streamed virtually.* 
 
Easter Sunday 
Sun., Apr. 17 
10:00 a.m. worship  

2022 Holy Week Schedule 

Church Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Lisa Johnson   Office Admin: Brianna Clement 
 

Church Leadership 
Mike Rand, Clerk of Session, Ruling Elder Kim Stanton, Treasurer Ellen Simon, Deacon 
Brenda Longman, Ruling Elder Ellen Warner, Ruling Elder Joanne Schenck, Deacon 
Geoff Warner, Ruling Elder Todd Wickre, Ruling Elder Jenny Rand, Deacon 
Ron Peterson-Rucker, Ruling Elder Gail Rucker, Deacon Cindy Luhman, Deacon 
 

February 2022 
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This month, we look toward God’s ultimate act of love and grace: the resurrec-
tion of Jesus, the Christ. 
 
A phrase that’s become popular among Biblical scholars and theological circles in 
the last decade or so is probably my favorite description of the Easter miracle: 
the scandal of the empty tomb. 
 
It’s a bit of an odd phrase, considering the traditional definition of the word scan-
dal: 
 

scan·dal | \ ˈskan-dᵊl: a circumstance or action that offends propriety or established moral con-
ceptions  
 
And yet, when you think about it, that’s the essence of the empty tomb. 
 
It is an action that offended propriety and the established moral conceptions of the time … of all time. 
Death was supposed to be the end. 
 
The end of Jesus. 
The end of his band of ragamuffin followers and subversives. 
The end of this troublesome, margin-embracing, radically-welcoming sect. 
 
It was supposed to be the end because that’s the way it had always been. 
Death had always been the end. 
And yet … 
 
And yet … the tomb was empty. 
And yet … the graveclothes were needed no more 
And yet … the words of Mary Magdalene rang out – bold and clear and true: 
 

Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, 
“I’ve seen the Lord.” 

Then she told them what he said to her. 
~ John 20:18 

 
And it wasn’t just a little bit of life. The echoing silence of the empty tomb proclaimed more than just a 
Risen Savior. The echoing silence of the empty tomb proclaimed God’s promise of everlasting life for 
all who came after – for all who were crazy enough, faithful enough, questioning enough, audacious 
enough to believe in the One who was raised … and in the One who raised him. 
 
But it more than just the act of the resurrection that offended propriety and the established moral 
conceptions of the time. It was everything that followed. 
 
Death was supposed to be accompanied by grief and sadness, desolation and broken-heartedness – 

From the Pastor ... 
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the kind of desolation and broken-heartedness that can only come from a finite and indisputable end.  
And yet … 
 
And yet … in the garden, there was joy. 
And yet … in the garden, there was good news. 
And yet … in the garden, there was hope. 
 
In the garden … 
Beyond the garden … 
Into today … 
Into forever … there was hope. And good news. And joy. 
 

You changed my mourning into dancing. 
You took off my funeral clothes 

and dressed me up in joy 
so that my whole being might praise you 

and never stop. 
~ Psalm 30:11-12 

 
In that promise of joy and rejoicing in the life to come, the empty tomb was a scandal. 
In that hope in the face of ultimate hopelessness, the empty tomb was a scandal. 
In that good news first delivered not to the powerful and not to the privileged but to a woman on the 
margins, the empty tomb was a scandal. 
 
May the scandalous joy, hope, and good news of the Easter season bless you and keep you. 

150th Anniversary 

Friends, in 2020, our beloved Presbyterian Church of Oronoco turned 150 
yrs. old!! (That’s pretty amazing!) But because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we were unable to celebrate in person. The current plan is to celebrate 
150+2 this year in July. (It actually sort of works out since the building 
was completed in 1872 … which makes our building 150 yrs. old this 
summer.) The Session is working on this right now, so keep your eyes and 
ears open for more news, and if you have any ideas for ways to celebrate, 
please don’t hesitate to share them with Pastor Lisa or any of our Session 
members. 



Next Session mtg.: 
 

Wed., Apr. 6 

6:30 p.m. 
Please wear masks 

Next Presbytery mtg.: 
 

May 20, 2022 

Time and place TBD 
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Lenten series: “Your Story is God’s Story” 

As we continue to follow the Narrative 
Lectionary, this year our Lenten Scripture 
readings come from the gospel of John. Each of 
these readings (which you can find listed below) 
finds Jesus testifying about God’s love, God’s 
power, and God’s work through his words and 
his actions.  

 

By definition, testifying means bearing witness, 
giving evidence, or making a solemn declaration. 
In this case, bearing witness to or making a 
solemn declaration about one’s faith journey, 
one’s relationship with God. Or, as Rev. Dr. Anna 

Carter Florence, professor of preaching at Columbia Theological Seminary, puts it, testimony is 
“standing in the biblical text and in your own life and saying what you see and believe about God.” Your 
testimony is your own very personal account of where God’s Story shines through and intertwines 
with your own story.  

 

As we read these texts that walk us through some of Jesus’ own moments of testimony during Lent, 
we’re also going to take some time thinking about and working on our own testimonies (see “Lenten 
Testimony Workbooks” for more information). 

 

We will have our Good Friday service on Fri., Apr. 15 at 7:30 p.m. While I dearly wish that we could 
resume our soup and bread worship on Maundy Thursday, I still don’t feel like we’re quite in the place 
where we’re all comfortable coming together for an indoor meal yet, so we’ll celebrate Maundy 
Thursday (Thurs., Apr. 14) at home. I will put together an at-home worship package for everyone that 
can be picked up at church anytime starting Sun., Apr. 10 (Palm Sunday). 

 
5th Sunday in Lent – Apr. 3: John 18:28-40 

Testimony is insistent. 
Palm Sunday – Apr. 10: John 12:12-27 
 Testimony is sincere. 
Easter Sunday – Apr. 17: John 20:1-18 

Testimony is invitational.  
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Current Worship Requirements 

It is such a joy to be back together for worship!! I love not being the only 
one in the building on Sunday mornings!  
 
Just a reminder about the main requirements for coming back to worship 
in the building: 
• Until further notice, masks are required regardless of vaccination 

status 
• Sanitize your hands upon coming into the building 
• Maintain social distancing in the building, both the sanctuary and the 

fellowship area 
 
Because of these precautions, the Session has decided that we can return 
to singing in worship, so feel free to belt it out on Sunday mornings!   
 
And, of course, if you’re not comfortable coming back to worship in 
person yet, we will continue to livestream our worship services on 
Sunday mornings directly on our website.  

Prayer Requests 

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” ~ Philippians 4:6-7 

And so we lift up Curt Burt, Helen Craft, Katha Johnson, Janice Ostrom, 
and Linda Sorensen in prayer. 

Scripture readings for April 

• Apr. 3: John 18:28-40—5th Sunday of Lent  

• Apr. 10: John 12:12-27—Palm Sunday 

• Apr. 15: various readings—Good Friday service 

• Apr. 17: John 20:1-18—Easter Sunday 

• Apr. 24: guest preacher—Rev. Tammy Rider 
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Seeking Musicians 

We are still seeking 1-2 more musicians willing to play for 
worship on a rotations basis. That could mean playing the organ 
or the piano or even a guitar! Pay is $85 per Sunday. Anyone 
interested can contact Pastor Lisa via email 
(pastorLisaJ@gmail.com) or on her cell phone (507-995-7310). 

Food Shelf Highlight Item 

We’ve got a new monthly piece that will be showing up in the 
newsletter! The OFS volunteer responsible for ordering has 
given us a list of monthly needs – a specific item that the Food 
Shelf could use that month. This monthly item will also be 
posted on our church Facebook page, so feel free to find it 
every month and share the image! 

Star Word Prompts 

APRIL STAR WORD REFLECTION: 

Where do you find the hope and good news of the 
resurrection in/through your star word? 

Pastor Lisa will be out of the office Mon., Apr. 18-Sun., May 1. 
She will still be in there area and can be contacted in the case 
of a pastoral emergency. Rev. Tammy Rider will be leading 
worship on Sun., April 24, and Rev. Susan Li will be leading 
worship on Sun., May 1. For those two Sundays, there will be 
no virtual worship stream.  

Pastor Lisa on vacation 

mailto:pastorLisaJ@gmail.com
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  Presbyterian Church of Oronoco 

 Office: 507-367-4711 

 Email: oronocopc@bevcomm.net 

 Website: http://www.oronocochurch.org 

  Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area 

 Office: 651-357-1150 

 Fax: 651-357-1141 

 Email: office@ptcaweb.org 

 Website: http://www.ptcaweb.org 

  Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 Office: 800-728-7228 

 Email: info@pcusa.org 

 Website: http://www.pcusa.org 

Staying in Touch 

April Birthdays & Anniversaries 

j 4/5—Vivien Midthun 

j 4/6—Linda Sorensen 

j 4/10—David Midthun 

j 4/16—Will Midthun 

j 4/17—Julia Johnson 

j 4/22—Brian Luhman 

Unconventional Ways to Give 

• Designate “Presbyterian Church of ORONOCO” as your Amazon 
Smile organization, and .5% of all your eligible Amazon purchases 
will come back to the church on a quarterly basis. 

 

• Give online through our Presbyterian Foundation account using 
either the link on our website (www.oronocochurch.org at the 
bottom of the homepage) or this QR code (at right) 

http://www.oronocochurch.org
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All Around the Campfire 
It’s that time again! Time to gather again on the church lawn for an evening 
campfire on the 4th Sunday of June, July, August, and September (weather 
permitting). Because of both inclement weather and the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
weren’t able to gather much last year. But this year, we are overjoyed to be able to 
reimplement these monthly get-togethers. As before, there will be hot dogs, brats, 
buns, and s’mores material provided. Bring some sort of food to share (chips, a 
salad, fruit, etc.), a chair, a drink, and a friend!   Here are the dates for 2022: 
 

- June 26: 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

- July 24: 5:30-8:00 p.m.  

 *Note: This is the 4th Sunday, not the last Sunday.* 

- Aug. 28: 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

- Sept. 25: 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

Summer Sermon Series Prep 
This summer, we’re going to embark on a (hopefully!) really fun journey 
together. A year or so ago, I bought a really wonderful book: America’s Holy 
Ground: 61 Faithful Reflections on Our National Parks by Brad Lyons and 
Bruce Barkhauer. As the title implies, it’s a book of devotions (and beautiful 
photographs) based on 61 of America’s National Parks. I have to tell you … 
I’m really excited about this summer sermon series! I think it’s going to be 
a lot of fun for all of us. BUT … I need your help! Clearly, there aren’t 61 
Sundays in the summer, so I would love your help choosing which parks we 
should visit together. In this newsletter is a National Parks Survey. I would 
appreciate it if you would circle 10 parks and either mail it back to me at 
church or drop it off. (Just placing it on my desk is fine.) There will also be 
copies at church if you’d rather just fill it out there. In order to get planning 
and prepping done, I need them back by Thurs., May 12.  
 
In conjunction with that, I’m hoping to be able to find a way for those who 
have visited any of these National Parks to share pictures and experiences, 
so stay tuned for that! 

Easter Beloved Garden 

This year, the deacons would like to invite you to contribute your own 
favorite plants and/or flowers to our Easter Beloved Garden. Not only does 
this make things easier for our deacons, it will also ensure that our garden 
will be both incredibly beautiful and blessedly diverse. 
 
You can bring your plants to church anytime between Thurs., Apr. 14 and 
Easter morning. Also, if you’re bringing your plants/flowers in honor or in 
memory of someone, please fill out the form (in this newsletter or at 
church) and return it to Pastor Lisa by Tues., Apr. 12. 
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Keeping Up with the Smith-Mathers 
First, the update: According to their last newsletter, Shelvis has finally been able to return to 
Oxford University in England to resume his doctoral work in peacebuilding strategies. Nancy and 
the kids – Jordan, Addie, Nicole, and Alice – remain here in the United States. 

 

For the last few years, we’ve been helping to support Shelvis and Nancy and their family with our 
2nd Sunday Spare Change offering and our prayers. A few times a year, our treasurer would deposit 
whatever had accumulated from that offering in the bank, then send the total as a donation directly 
to the Smith-Mathers’ Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA) account.  

 

Recently, however, PMA has decided to change the way they distribute their mission funds. Instead 
of individual people and/or congregations contributing directly to the accounts of specific mission 
co-workers, all contributions will go into a general fund and distributed to all mission co-workers 
from there. This change has been made in an attempt to make mission co-worker support more 
equitable, especially for those co-workers who may be serving in areas that are especially remote 
or even dangerous and therefore cannot easily relay updates or connect with supporting 
individuals/congregations. 

 

Donations can still be made in honor of specific mission co-workers – Shelvis and Nancy, in our 
case. And of course, we can always pray for them and their family in all times and places. But if you 
can’t be here in person to contribute to our Spare Change offering, you can still help support 
Shelvis and Nancy. Visit their Presbyterian Mission Agency page: https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/shelvis-and-nancy-smith-mather/. 
From there, you can click on the green box under their (completely adorable) family picture that 
says, “Give in honor of the ministry of Shelvis and Nancy Smith-Mather.” This will redirect you to 
the PMA donation page. 

  

You can also click on the blue box that says “Subscribe to our letters” to start receiving Shelvis and 
Nancy’s occasional updates in your inbox. They send a wonderful, entertaining, touchingly personal 
update roughly quarterly. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/shelvis-and-nancy-smith-mather/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/shelvis-and-nancy-smith-mather/
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Embarking on Renewal 

The Session is starting to have some extensive discussions about congrega-
tional renewal – both as a whole and individually. We know that the last 2 
yrs. have been incredibly difficult for everyone on a personal level, and we 
recognize that it’s been difficult for us as a congregation, too. 

 

This renewal journey is going to include a lot of different steps, and the first 
step is a congregational engagement survey that we’re going to send out. 
We’ll be working on the final draft during the April Session meeting and will 
be sending it out after that, so watch your mailbox.   And watch the coming 
months’ newsletters for more information about the next steps. 

Synod School 2022 

This year’s theme is “Experiencing Belonging.” From the Synod School cata-
logue: “What does it mean to be a part of the body of Christ and to belong 
to one another? In the spirit of Christ’s community, we will walk through 
biblical experiences of belonging. Exploring the communities we find mem-
bership within, we will discover how we can belong to one another and to 
Christ more fully.” This theme is based on Paul’s words to the Christians in 
Rome: “… so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually, we 
are members one of another.” (Romans 12:5, NRSV) Convocation speaker 
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Hinson Hasty, chair of the Department of Theology and 
Religious Studies at Bellarmine University in Louisville, and worship lead-
ers will be Rev. Sara Sutter (morning worship) and Rev. Tim Hughes Wil-
liams (evening worship). And Rev. Dr. Alonzo Johnson, the national coordi-
nator for the PC(USA)’s Self-Development of People Program, is this year’s 
youth convocation speaker. You could take classes in everything from 
Ukrainian egg decorating to ballroom and Latin dance, from Biblical Shake-
speare to Presbyterian Theological Ethics of Peacemaking, from transform-
ing congregational mission to a class on Rube Goldberg machines. There 
are 71 different classes to choose from in all! And, as always, Synod 
School has classes and child care options for kids ages birth to high school 
(including the 3-5yo classroom designed and led by Dianne Pinney). 

 

Registration is OPEN NOW! 

 

For more information, visit the Synod School website: https://
www.lakesandprairies.org/SynodSchool. If you’re curious about Synod 
School, please talk to Pastor Lisa. There are booklets available at church 
right now, too. 

https://www.lakesandprairies.org/SynodSchool
https://www.lakesandprairies.org/SynodSchool
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Lenten Photo Challenge 

Each day of Lent is assigned a different word – something to get us thinking and praying and digging 
deeper into our faith in some way. Sometime throughout the day, take a picture that makes you think 
of that word. For example, if the word was “light,” you could take a picture of a candle or the sun rays 
or the smile of a friend (as it LIGHTS up your day), etc.  

 

There are copies of this year’s word list in this newsletter. There will also be copies of the word list at 
church, on the websites, and on our Facebook and Instagram pages.  

 

To participate, you can take a picture and post it to Facebook, Twitter, and/or Instagram. Include the 
word of the day with your post as well as #PCOLentPhoto so we can all find and enjoy each other’s 
photos. (Actually, if you search the hashtag on any of those social media platforms, you’ll even be able 
to find photos from previous years.) 

 

If social media is not your forte, you can still participate. Take the pictures with your phone or your 
regular camera and keep track of which pictures go with which words. You can either share them 
with others on Sunday mornings, or if you want, get them to Pastor Lisa and she can post them on the 
church’s Facebook page for you (either credited to you or anonymously, whichever you choose).  



Presbyterian Church of Oronoco 

P.O. Box 118 

Oronoco, MN 55960 

507-367-4711 

Basic Information 

Website: http://www.oronocochurch.org Facebook: Presbyterian Church of Oronoco 

 Instagram: @oronocochurch 

Worship—10:00 a.m. 

Communion—1st Sunday of the month 

Confirmation—2nd & 4th Sundays 

Rev. Lisa Johnson—contact information: 

Cell: 507-995-7310 

Email: PastorLisaJ@gmail.com 

Blog: http://pastorlisaj.com 
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Holy Week Word Search

R Y W K F F B I P N G H U X F N M M X G A R D E N
L H B T C D G D Q F B N X L X Y S L K J E Y Y E G
E N T R Y K I N M R F Y K J G N S P T Z N X G Z W
L S G E A V E P E Q R Z F E T J Z V U V E C G A C
M P A L M S C H T X I I K K Z Z N H J G F H E A R
Z Y O T G Y D G W I D Y H S X K C G Z S L I G M U
W Z X F V S W S I E A A K K S T H Y R M C J S A C
Q T G U J B X R L V Y R Q C E T Z K E L H V G P I
H H U I D H F G Y P E R F B Q C I M S T O H U M F
R U K Y G G Y F M D V E M A U N D Y U C Q P L N I
B R T H T E W G Z G U S Y N S P J C R G O J Z R X
K S O Y N C T M Z R Q T M F A P R A R R D L S Y I
A D M W K C R H G S U P P E R M X I E O M N W V O
E A B R A D R O S Z M A X U A A F L C U T X A P N
M Y T Z Y X E M S E E D J J N R F E T T H O R N S
K Z K Q Y X I A W S M E L G D Y P M I Y T A K G H
R U J B V J O R T W H A F Y O G G P O H R P J P J
Z Q Z J V E S L X H M M N F D O R T N V I Z Z B G
D J R N C S L A I P G N Y E F Y D Y I X U H J C Z
R J E W R U P S O J A Z H G P V L T B W M M R H M
R M G O O S F T S T U Y M J B F P X R X P V P J E
Y O V E W M K I G U A P D N S T N V E H H C F Z O
D G W I N E Q C V H E I O V Q J T H A F A J D O X
B V L B J C F Q O A U U D T C H E R D Y L Q M N H
K I K A U B W C Y J A T X Z R R O E I O M P K E I

resurrection crucifixion Gethsemane triumphal

Thursday Maundy supper thorns

garden Friday arrest palms

empty death crown cross

Jesus bread entry Good

wine last tomb Mary

®



 

Easter Beloveds Garden 
 

This year, we’re going to invite everyone who would like to contribute flowers to our Easter 

Garden to purchase and bring your own flowers and/or plants. 

Not only does this make things easier for our deacons, it will also ensure that our garden will 

be both incredibly beautiful and blessedly diverse. 

 

Of course, we will want to give you the opportunity to bring your plants and/or flowers in 

honor or in memory of your loved ones. In order to create our Easter Garden list for the 

bulletin, please fill out this form and either mail it back to church or place it on Pastor Lisa’s 

desk by Tues., Apr. 12. 

 

Please mail your completed form to the church: 

P.O. Box 118 

Oronoco, MN 55960 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Please fill out the following order form:  

 

Name(s):  ______________________________________________________ 

 

In memory/honor of (if purchasing more than one, please indicate which flower  

is in memory/honor of whom):  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Favorite National Parks 
Summer 2022 sermon series 

 

This summer, we’re going to embark on a journey together through the spirituality of 
America’s National Parks. Even with a whole summer-long series, there are more 
parks than we could cover in one go, so Pastor Lisa would love your help choosing 
which parks we explore together. Please circle 10 parks – your favorites, ones you’ve 
visited, one’s you’ve always wanted to visit. Thanks! 
 
Acadia National Park – Maine 

American Samoa National Park –  
American Samoa 

Arches National Park – Utah 

Badlands National Park – South 
Dakota 

Big Bend National Park – Texas 

Biscayne National Park – Florida 

Black Canyon of the Gunnison National 
Park – Colorado  

Bryce Canyon National Park – Utah 

Canyonlands National Park – Utah 

Capitol Reef National Park – Utah 

Carlsbad Caverns National Park – New 
Mexico 

Channel Island National Park – 
California 

Congaree National Park – South 
Carolina 

Crater Lake National Park – Oregon 

Cuyahoga Valley National Park – Ohio 

Death Valley National Park – California 

Denali National Park – Alaska 

Dry Tortugas National Park – Florida 

Everglades National Park – Florida 

Gates of the Arctic National Park – 
Alaska 

Gateway Arch National Park – Missouri 

Glacier National Park – Montana 

Glacier Bay National Park – Alaska 

Grand Canyon National Park – Arizona 

Grand Teton National Park – Wyoming 

Great Basin National Park – Nevada 

Great Sand Dunes National Park – 
Colorado 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park – 
Tennessee 

Guadalupe Mountains National Park – 
Texas 

Haleakalā National Park – Hawaii 

Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park – 
Hawaii 

Hot Springs National Park – Arkansas 

Indiana Dunes National Park – Indiana 

Isle Royale National Park – Michigan 

Joshua Tree National Park – California 

Katmai National Park – Alaska 

Kenai Fjords National Park – Alaska 

Kings Canyon National Park – California 

Kobuk Valley National Park – Alaska 



Favorite National Parks 
Summer 2022 sermon series 

Lake Clark National Park – Alaska 

Lassen Volcanic National Park – 
California 

Mammoth Cave National Park – 
Kentucky 

Mesa Verde National Park – Colorado 

Mount Rainier National Park – 
Washington 

North Cascades National Park – 
Washington 

Olympic National Park – Washington 

Petrified Forest National Park – Arizona 

Pinnacles National Park – California 

Redwood National Park – California 

Rocky Mountain National Park – 
Colorado 

Saguaro National Park – Arizona 

Sequoia National Park – California 

Shenandoah National Park – Virginia 

Theodore Roosevelt National Park – 
North Dakota 

Virgin Islands National Park – the Virgin 
Islands 

Voyageurs National Park – Minnesota 

Wind Cave National Park – South 
Dakota 

Wrangell-St. Elias National Park – 
Alaska 

Yellowstone National Park – Wyoming 

Yosemite National Park – California 

Zion National Park – Utah  

 


