
We will be holding our congregational annual meeting on 

Sunday,	February	5	during our regular 10:00 a.m. worship. 
As our number of voting members worshiping virtually has 
signi icantly reduced, the voting portion of this meeting will 
happen in	person	only.	However,	the	service/meeting	will	be	
streamed	via	Facebook	and	our	website	as	our	regular	Sunday	
services	are.  
 

We will be ordaining and installing ruling elders and dea-
cons as well as celebrating the Lord’s Supper during the service, so if you’re joining us 
virtually, you’ll want to have communion elements nearby. 
 

Following the annual meeting, we’ll be having a potluck, and during the potluck, we’ll be 
having a People of the Church meeting. Bring your favorite “sharing” food and any sug-
gestions you have for where/how to use the mission funds the People of the Church 
have accrued. 

Annual Meeting 

Church Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Lisa Johnson  Secretary: Brianna Clement Organist: Raquel “Rocky” Nisbit 
 

Church Leadership 
Mike Rand, Clerk of Session  Kim Stanton, Treasurer 
Ellen Warner, Ruling Elder  Gail Rucker, Deacon 
Brenda Longman, Ruling Elder  Ellen Simon, Deacon 
Ron Peterson-Rucker, Ruling Elder  Joanne Schenck, Deacon 
Geoff Walker, Ruling Elder  Cindy Luhman, Deacon 
Todd Wickre, Ruling Elder  Jen Rand, Deacon 
 

February 2023 
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A few years ago, I was having trouble coming up with a theme/focus for the      
February newsletter article. One of my colleagues (not my mom, believe it or not!) 
suggested that, because February is I Love to Read month, I make my article a list 
of book recommendations. Over the last few years, I’ve thoroughly enjoyed      
sharing some of my favorite book recommendations with you. It continues to be a 
fun way to shake things up a little bit and has hopefully given you some fun new 
reading options. So once again, if you’re looking for a good book, check out ………… 
 

The	Sabbath	by	Rabbi	Abraham	Joshua	Heschel 
For decades, the writings of Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel have inspired people from a variety of 
faiths, backgrounds, and life circumstances with their sacredness, their beauty, and their profound  
nature. The	Sabbath	is	probably	one	of	Heschel’s	most	well	known	and	well-loved	texts.	He	ruminates	on	
the	importance	of	Sabbath	as	sacred	time	–	all	that	that	means	for	our	spirits,	for	our	relationship	with	
God,	and	for	our	society.	Reading	this	short	but	thoughtfully	penetrating	book	is	like	taking	a	deep	breath	
of	the	soul.	I’m	more	than	happy	to	lend	you	my	copy	…	as	long	as	you	don’t	mind	that	it	has	my	own				
underlining	and	notes	in	the	margins	throughout. 
 

How	the	Light	Gets	In	and	Other	Headlong	Epiphanies	by	Brian	Doyle 

Brian Doyle’s writings are fascinating. They feel very stream-of-consciousness as you’re reading them, 
but they’re easy to follow – so easy to follow that you ind yourself caught up in whatever beauty he’s 
describing or story he’s telling when suddenly, out of the blue he slips in a nugget of pure spiritual 
revelation. I’ve read a lot in my life and my career are spirituality, but nothing I’ve ever read has     
spoken to that place where my practical, everyday life and my spirituality meet like Doyle’s writings. 
He will easily have you laughing and crying in the same moment. I have all of his books. I chose How	
the	Light	Gets	In	for	this	list	because	all	of	the	pieces	in	it	are	short	and	relatively	easy	to	read,	but	you’re	
more	than	welcome	to	borrow	any	of	my	other	Brian	Doyle	books	as	well.   
 

Paths	to	Prayer:	Finding	Your	Own	Way	to	the	Presence	of	God	by	Patricia	D.	Brown 

As you can imagine, I’ve read a	lot	of	books	about	prayer,	especially	since	starting	my	doctorate.	The	
wide	variety	of	prayer	practices	in	this	book	ensures	that	there	will	be	something	within	its	pages	that	
appeals	to	you	no	matter	who	you	are	or	how	you	connect	to	God.	Each	prayer	practice	includes	an						
interesting	but	brief	description	of	the	history	and	meaning	behind	that	practice	before	delving	into	the	
“how	tos”	of	it.	Each	section	also	includes	a	section	entitled	“Some	Things	to	Think	About”	with	a	few			
other	tips	or	suggestions	for	the	practice	as	well	as	re lection	questions	and	other	resources.	It’s																
comprehensive.	It’s	easy	to	read.	And	the	way	Brown	describes	each	practice	makes	them	all	feel	very		
accessible	–	like	something	you	could	try. 
 

No	Cure	for	Being	Human	(And	Other	Truths	I	Need	to	Hear)	by	Kate	Bowler 

This is the follow-up book to Kate Bowler’s wildly popular Everything	Happens	for	a	Reason	(And	Other	
Lies	I’ve	Loved)	(published	by	Random	House	in	2018).	Here’s	the	caveat	with	this	one:	You	have	to	have	
read	her	 irst	book	before	reading	this	one.	That	being	said,	they’re	both	short	but	incredibly	powerful	
books	that	are	very	genuine	and	raw	treatments	of	some	of	the	most	dif icult	and	more	delightful	aspects	
of	being	human.	In	No	Cure	for	Being	Human,	Bowler	tackles	living	with	insurmountable	limitations	in	
the	midst	of	a	culture	that	likes	to	tell	us	“anything	is	possible.”	As	Bowler	says,	“Life	is	beautiful	and				
terrible,	full	of	hope	and	despair	and	everything	in	between	–	and	there’s	no	cure	for	being	human.” 

From the Pastor ... 
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The	Measure	by	Nikki	Erlick 

Fiction recommendation #1: One morning, everyone on the planet over the age of 21 wakes up with a 
small wooden box on their doorstep. In the box is a string, and the length of the string corresponds to 
the length of your life. Do you look? Or not? And how does knowing the measure of the days left ahead 
of you affect your life? How does it affect society as a whole? This is the basis and the questions      
tackled by this incredible tale. It follows the stories of a number of characters – stories that all           
intertwine in some way or another by the end – as they grapple with their own strings, their loved 
one’s strings, and society’s reaction as a whole. 
 

Under	the	Whispering	Door	by	T.	J.	Klune 

Fiction recommendation #2: This book is by	far	not	only	one	of	the	best	books	that	I	read	in	2022	but	
one	of	the	best	books	I	have	ever	read!	It’s	a	touching	and	incredibly	moving	story	about	life,	death,				
inding	love	in	unexpected	places,	and	 inding	your	purpose	in	life.	It	begins	with	the	death	of	Wallace	
and	follows	his	after-life	journey	to	Charon’s	Crossing,	a	lovely	little	tea	house	run	by	Hugo,	a															
compassionate	(and	alive!)	man	whose	calling	is	part	tea	a icionado	and	part	ferryman	–	one	who	helps	
souls	cross	over.	Hilarious,	haunting,	and	kind, Under	the	Whispering	Door is	an	uplifting	story	about	a	
life	spent	at	the	of ice	and	a	death	spent	building	a	home. 
 
 

If you’re interested in reading any of these books, you can ind most of them on my shelf. (You’ll have 
to ind the two iction books – The	Measure	and	Under	the	Whispering	Door	–	at	the	library.)	Of	the	
books	I	do	have,	I	would	love	to	loan	them	to	you.	Happy	I	Love	to	Read	Month! 
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Sunday,	February	5–	Matthew 6:7-21 

    Annual	Meeting	 

Sunday,	February	12–	Pulpit		Supply:	Rev.	Erica	Schemper 

Sunday,	February	19–	Matthew 16:24-17:8 

Wednesday,	February	22–	Ash	Wednesday	Service,	 

     			7	p.m. 

Sunday,	February	26–	Matthew 18:15-25 

Scripture readings for February 

Next Presbytery Meeting: 
 

February 25, 2023 
9:00 a.m. (via Zoom) 

Next Session meeting.: 
 

Wednesday, February 1, 2023 
6:30 p.m.  

As the winter months are once again upon us, just a reminder that occasionally, 
we do have to close church due to weather and road conditions. The following are 
our procedures when this happens: 
 

· Pastor Lisa and the session member assigned to open and close the church for 
the month will make the decision 

· Pastor Lisa will send out an all-church email alerting people of the closing. It 
will also be posted to our Facebook page (Presbyterian Church of Oronoco) 
and our website. 

· Session members will call people to let them know of the closing using set 
calling lists that we have established 

· Pastor Lisa will contact KAAL, KTTC, KIMT, and Fox 47 to put the cancellation 
on to local “Closings and Delays” lists as well 

 

Please be sure we have your accurate contact information in case of a weather-
related closing. We want to be sure everyone remains safe during this frigid 
season. 

Winter Weather Procedure 



Lent 2023- “Willingness” 
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As we continue to follow the Narrative Lectionary, this year our Lenten Scripture readings come from 
the gospel of Matthew. Each of these readings (which you can ind listed below) are parables that    
Jesus tells throughout the gospel – parables that teach us different facets of willingness. 
 

Throughout our worship services in Lent, we’ll also be exploring this theme of “willingness” in a much 
more visual, tactile way. Each Sunday, as you come into worship, you’ll be invited to pick up a rock. 
After our Lenten reading for the morning, there will be a short time of silent prayer in which you’ll be 
invited to pour your burdens, your concerns, and all the things that weigh you down into that stone. 
At the end of that time, you’ll be invited to bring that stone up and place  
 

Our Lenten readings during worship will come from a particular poem by Ann Weems – “Stars for the 
Righteous” – which can be found in her book Putting	the	Amazing	Back	in	Grace	(©	1999,	Westminster	
John	Knox	Press).	It’s	a	poem	that	has	its	own	lesson	to	teach	us	about	willingness	and	faith.	Each							
Sunday,	we’ll	read	the	next	portion	of	this	poem/story	along	with	a	portion	of	Scripture.  

 

 

1st	Sunday	in	Lent	–	February	26:	Matthew	
18:15-35 

Key	word:	FORGIVENESS  
Willing	to	forgive 

2nd	Sunday	in	Lent	–	March	5:	Matthew	20:1-16 

Key	word:	FAIRNESS  
Willing	to	accept 

3rd	Sunday	in	Lent	–	March	12:	Matthew	22:1-14 

Key	word:	RESPONDING 

Willing	to	respond 

4th	Sunday	in	Lent	–	March	19:	Matthew	25:1-13 

Key	word:	PREPAREDNESS 

Willing	to	do	the	work 

5th	Sunday	in	Lent	–	March	26:	Matthew	25:31-46 

Key	word:	GENEROSITY 

Willing	to	welcome 

Palm	Sunday	–	April	2:	Matthew	21:1-17 

Key	word:	REVERENCE 

Willing	to	honor 

Easter	Sunday	–	April	9:	Matthew	28:1-10 

Key	words:	GO	&	TELL 

Willing	to	witness 
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Weekly Prayer Services 
Throughout the fall, we held weekly prayer services on Thursday	evenings	
from	5:45-6:15	p.m.	These services ran through December, but we took a 
break in January and most of February. However, these services will resume 
during Lent. The irst one will be Thursday, February 26 from 5:45-6:15 
p.m. 
 

The idea is for these services to be mostly a time for quiet prayer. We’ll 
begin with a short opening together. The lights in the sanctuary will be 
lower and there will be soft music playing in the background. If you’d like to 
use this time to sit silently in your own prayer, you’re welcome to do that. If 
you’d like to use this time to try any of the highlighted prayer practices 
Pastor Lisa introduced throughout the fall, you’re welcome to do that, too. 
There will be materials available each Thursday evening. If you’d like to use 
this time to pray with someone – either someone else in attendance or with 
Pastor Lisa – you’re also welcome to do that. This is really meant to help you 
make some scheduled time for God in the midst of your week. 

Lent 2023– Special Services 

· Ash	Wednesday	– Wednesday, February 22 at 7:00 p.m. 
· Weekly	prayer	services	– Thursdays from 5:45-6:15 p.m. (see	
     below) 
· Maundy	Thursday	–	Thursday, April 6 at 5:30 p.m. 

This	will	be	our	service	around	the	table	with	a	simple	meal:	soup,	
bread,	and	a	simple	dessert.	We	will	celebrate	the	Lord’s	Supper	in	
small	groups	together. 

· Good	Friday	Tenebrae	– Friday, April 7 at 7:00 p.m. 

February Star Word 

You’ve been sitting with your star word for a month. 
What struggles, challenges, and/or uncomfortable grow-
ing areas have you encountered through your star word? 



Keeping Up with the Smith-Mathers 
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First, the update: According to their last newsletter, Shelvis, Nancy, and their 
kids have moved to Kampala, Uganda to continue their work in the mission 
ield. We lift up prayers for their health and safety, for the period of               

adjustment that comes with a move like this (that comes with any	move,	really	
…	let	alone	a	move	to	a	whole	other	continent),	and	for	their	call	and	their					
mission. 
 

For the last few years, we’ve been helping to support Shelvis and Nancy and 
their family with our 2nd Sunday Spare Change offering and our prayers. A few 
times a year, our treasurer would deposit whatever had accumulated from 
that offering in the bank, then send the total as a donation directly to the 
Smith-Mathers’ Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA) account.  
 

Due to changes that PMA has made to the way they distribute their mission 
funds, all contributions now go into a general fund and are distributed to all 
mission co-workers from there. This change has been made in an attempt to 
make mission co-worker support more equitable, especially for those           
co-workers who may be serving in areas that are especially remote or even 
dangerous and therefore cannot easily relay updates or connect with          
supporting individuals/congregations. 
 

Donations can still be made in honor of speci ic mission co-workers – Shelvis 
and Nancy, in our case. And of course, we can always pray for them and their 
family in all times and places. But if you can’t be here in person to contribute 
to our Spare Change offering, you can still help. Visit their PMA page: 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/shelv
is-and-nancy-smith-mather/. From there, you can click on the green box un-
der their (completely adorable) family picture that says, “Give in honor of the 
ministry of Shelvis and Nancy Smith-Mather.” This will redirect you to the 
PMA donation page. 

You can also click on the blue box that says “Subscribe to our letters” to start 
receiving Shelvis and Nancy’s occasional updates in your inbox. They send a 
wonderful, entertaining, touchingly personal update roughly quarterly. 



· Designate “Presbyterian Church of ORONOCO” as your Amazon 
Smile organization, and 0.5% of all your eligible Amazon purchases 
will come back to the church on a quarterly basis. 

 
**A	note	about	Amazon	Smile:	Amazon has decided that their 
philanthropic efforts would be better utilized in a more focused manner. 
They’ve let us know that after February 23, 2023, they’ll be discontinuing 
the Amazon Smile program, so you’ve only got another month to help 
support the church through your Amazon purchases.  
 

· Give online through our Presbyterian Foundation account using 
either the link on our website (www.oronocochurch.org at the 
bottom of the homepage) or this QR code:  
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Unconventional Ways to Give 

Per Capita – The “GLUE” The Holds 
Presbyterians Together 

What	is	it?  The Presbyterian Church is a connectional church.  We worship, 
serve, and govern together.  Per capita contributions fund the shared gov-
erning responsibilities for the whole church (Presbytery, Synod, General As-
sembly), no matter the size of an individual church. 
 

How	old	is	it? It is mentioned in the Synod of Philadelphia minutes in 1738!  
 

How	much	is	it? In 2021, $36.50 per member. And as per the vote during 
the Nov. 11 presbytery mtg., the 2022 per capita will also be $36.50. 
 

Where	does	the	money	go? 66% to our Presbytery; 17% to our Synod; 
17% to the General Assembly (national of ice). 
 

Why	is	it	important? Per capita monies support the work of the church 
globally to nationally to locally, including the technology grant we received 
earlier this year to worship remotely. 
 

What	is	our	church’s	policy? It is, and has been, the policy of the Presby-
terian Church of Oronoco to pay our per capita every year, whether individ-
ual members have contributed their portion or not. 
 

Have	I	paid	this	year? If you are not sure, please contact Ellen Warner 
(ellenjwarner@gmail.com) to ind out. 
 

How	do	I	pay? You can write a check to the Presbyterian Church of Oronoco 
and simply write “per capita” on the memo line.  



Prayer Requests 
“Do	not	worry	about	anything,	but	in	everything	by	prayer	and	supplication	
with	thanksgiving	let	your	requests	be	made	known	to	God.	And	the	peace	of	
God,	which	surpasses	all	understanding,	will	guard	your	hearts	and	your	
minds	in	Christ	Jesus.”	~	Philippians	4:6-7 

And so we lift up Helen	Craft,	Curt	Burt,	and Katha	and	Carlyle	Johnson,	
in prayer. 

Oronoco Food Shelf Monthly Item 
We’ve got a new monthly piece that will be showing up in the newsletter! 
The OFS volunteer responsible for ordering has given us a list of monthly 
needs – a speci ic item that the Food Shelf could use that month. This 
monthly item will also be posted on our church Facebook page, so feel free 
to ind it every month and share the image! 
 

In addition to this month’s highlight item, we’ve been told the Oronoco Food 
Shelf is also in need of toilet paper and paper towels. 

Lenten Photo Challenge 
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The Lenten Photo Challenge is back! Each day of Lent is assigned a different word – something to get us 
thinking and praying and digging deeper into our faith in some way. Sometime throughout the day, 
take a picture that makes you think of that word. For example, if the word was “light,” you could take a 
picture of a candle or the sun rays or the smile of a friend (as it LIGHTS up your day), etc.  
 

There are copies of this year’s word list in this newsletter. There will also be copies of the word list at 
church, on the websites, and on our Facebook and Instagram pages.  
 

To participate, you can take a picture and post it to Facebook, Twitter, and/or Instagram. Include the 
word of the day with your post as well as #PCOLentPhoto	so we can all ind and enjoy each other’s 
photos. (Actually, if you search the hashtag on any of those social media platforms, you’ll even be able 
to ind photos from previous years.) 
 

If social media is not your forte, you can still participate. Take the pictures with your phone or your 
regular camera and keep track of which pictures go with which words. You can either share them with 
others on Sunday       mornings, or if you want, get them to Pastor Lisa and she can post them on the 
church’s Facebook page for you (either credited to you or anonymously, whichever you choose).  
 

This year, we’re also going to try a new way to engage with this word list. In the fellowship room, there 
will be a display board along with a bunch of    Post-It notes and pens. Each Sunday, the words for the 
following week will be posted on the board. On Sunday morning, you could spend a few minutes   con-
templating the words for the coming week, then add a Post-It with a few notes or maybe the descrip-
tion of an image you might associate with each word. Every day, Pastor Lisa will post a picture of the 
words board with the hashtag as well. 



		Presbyterian	Church	of	Oronoco 

 Of ice: 507-367-4711 

 Email: oronocopc@bevcomm.net 

 Website: http://www.oronocochurch.org 

		Presbytery	of	the	Twin	Cities	Area 

 Of ice: 651-357-1150 

 Fax: 651-357-1141 

 Email: of ice@ptcaweb.org 

 Website: http://www.presbyterytwincities.org 

		Presbyterian	Church	(USA) 

 Of ice: 800-728-7228 

 Email: info@pcusa.org 

 Website: http://www.pcusa.org 

Staying in 

February Birthdays 

© 2/20 Jacky Rueber 
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Presbyterian	Church	of	Oronoco 
P.O. Box 118 
Oronoco, MN 55960 
507-367-4711 

Basic Information 
Website: http://www.oronocochurch.org Facebook: Presbyterian Church of Oronoco 
 Instagram: @oronocochurch 

Worship—10:00	a.m. 
Communion—1st	Sunday	of	the	month 
Fellowship	hour	following	worship 
Con irmation—2nd	&	4th	Sundays 

Rev.	Lisa	Johnson—contact	information: 

Cell: 507-995-7310 

Email: PastorLisaJ@gmail.com 

Blog: http://pastorlisaj.com 


