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(O/Z) Peace Camp 2016 – SonSpark Labs
Our dates and theme for Peace Camp 2016 are set!! This year, we
will be working with a curriculum called SonSpark Labs – learning
about God’s life-changing plan for us as we explore various scientific
principles: gravity, cause and effect, motion, transformation, and
chain reactions.
Dates: Mon., J une 13 – Thurs., June 16
Time:
Dinner – 5:30-6:00 p.m.
Activities – 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Place: Covered Br idge Par k Picnic Shelter, Zumbrota
Cost: $15 per student
Any students in kindergarten-6th grade (the grade that they just finished, not the grade that they will be starting in the 2016/2017 school
year) are welcome to register. You can find the registration link on either church website. On the
Z church site, click on “Programs” and then on “Peace Camp.” On
the O church site, click on “What We Do” and then on “Youth Peace
Camp.” Or you can visit http://goo.gl/forms/s2gVZ6dCOa.

From Our Pastor

In his letter to the Christians in Rome, Paul says:
God's kingdom isn't about eating food and drinking but about righteousness, peace, and joy in
the Holy Spirit. Whoever serves Christ this way
pleases God and gets human approval. So let's
strive for the things that bring peace and the
things that build each other up.
~ Romans 14:17-19, Common English Bible

The summer months are here. And despite all the
contemporary country songs about relaxin’ in the
sun during the summertime, let’s face it:

Summer
Is
BUSY!
Maybe it has something to do with the fact that,
since we live in such a frigid climate, we become
a little outdoor-activity crazed when the temperature finally (and sometimes reluctantly) climbs
above 50°F.
Maybe it has something to do with being in desperate need of some serious sunshine and vitamin D to drive away the gloominess and greyness of the winter months.
I’d venture to say it most definitely has something to do with the fact that we feel the need to
pack as much as we possibly can into those few
months when our kids/grandkids/nieces & nephews/school-employed spouses are out of school.
Maybe it even has something to do with holdover feelings from our own school days. Summer
is supposed to be about vacation and fun and
freedom and doing, right?
Sure.
But if we’re not careful, we can let all of those
wonderful plans and intentions become such a
driving force that before we know it, summer’s
gone, and we’re left standing and wondering,
“Wait a minute … what happened?”
So this summer, I encourage you to take some
time to find your own peace wherever you can.

There are all sorts of different ways that we can
find our peace. Some people enjoy working outside in their gardens, feeling the dirt in their
hands and watching their beautiful plants grow.
Some love to curl up under a tree or in a comfortable deck chair with a good book (be you an
e-reader devotee or a “real book” holdout). Some
have a sport or a hobby that brings them enjoyment and peace: volleyball, golf, photography,
geocaching, swimming, etc. Some like to go for
a walk, either alone or with a pet or with family
and friends. And some people like to just sit in
the quiet – inside or outside – and listen and
breathe and simply be.

We have a few different ways that we get to do
this together as congregations this summer, both
in play and in service. We can serve together at
the Dorothy Day House, at the new Habitat for
Humanity builds in Cannon Falls and Red Wing,
and at Feed My Starving Children. And when we
feel like we’re in need of connection and fellowship with one another, we can gather for the
monthly campfires (2nd Sun. in Zumbrota and 4th
Sun. in Oronoco, both from 7:00-8:00 p.m.),
Peace Camp, our joint worship service at the
Goodhue County Fair in August, and our joint
Minnesota Twins outing on Sept. 1.
Whatever plans your summer holds, I share
Paul’s hope and prayer for you: Strive for that
kingdom of God – that righteousness, that peace,
that joy. Strive for what brings peace and builds
up. Amen.

In Gratitude
(O) Thank you for the wonderful donations of clothing, socks and lap quilts. We appreciate you thinking
of us. They will be put to good use.
Char Tewalt
Life Enrichment Director and the
Residents of Pine Haven Care Center
(O) Dear Congregation,
Thank you very much for your generous donation to our Linus chapter! We appreciate your support of our mission to bring comfort to children in
SE Minnesota.
With thanks,
Kim Carlson
Chapter coordinator

(O) Celebrating Our Seniors
We have one student graduating from high school
this year – Keanan Peterson-Rucker – so we’d like to
celebrate and honor him both during worship and in
a time of fellowship following worship. We will hold
this celebration on Sun., May 22, 2016. Please come
join us as we show Keanan how much we appreciate,
support, and love him!

(O) Annual Spring Bake Sale
We will hold our annual bake sale on Sunday, May
15th, following worship. Bring your goodies for others to enjoy and take home someone else’s goodies,
in return. Everyone wins!

(O) Presbytery Meeting
The next Presbytery meeting is Tues., May 10 at
4:00 p.m. at Fir st Pr esbyter ian Chur ch, in
Stillwater. As always, Presbytery meetings are open
to anyone. If you’re interested in coming, please contact Pastor Lisa.

(Z) Food Shelf News and Thank You
The Zumbrota Area Food Shelf was very appreciative of the generous donations of numerous items
and cash donations from First Congregational
UCC! The pews were packed with many items, in-

cluding quilts and blankets. Thanks to the generosity of UCC members, this year’s items weighed 263
pounds, and the cash donations totaled $315!
Church members are reminded that if anyone needs
items from the Zumbrota Food Shelf, their hours of
operation are as follows: First and Third Mondays
2 – 4 p.m.; second and fourth Thursdays 7 – 8 p.m.;
third Wednesday 10 a.m. – noon.

(O/Z) Readers of OZ
Our book discussion for May is scheduled for May
10 at 7:00 at the home of Judy Wilder—2440 Crimson Ridge Circle NW, Rochester. Call 258-6262 for
directions.
Our selection this time is “Hot, Flat and Crowded”
by Thomas Friedman. The publisher had this to say
about our choice: In this book, Pulitzer Prizewinning author, Friedman, speaks to America's urgent need for national renewal and explains how a
green revolution can bring about both a sustainable
environment and a sustainable America.
Friedman explains how global warming, rapidly
growing populations, and the expansion of the
world's middle class through globalization have produced a dangerously unstable planet-one that is "hot,
flat, and crowded." In this Release 2.0 edition, he
also shows how the very habits that led us to ravage
the natural world led to the meltdown of the financial
markets and the Great Recession. The challenge of a
sustainable way of life presents the United States
with an opportunity not only to rebuild its economy,
but to lead the world in radically innovating toward
cleaner energy. And it could inspire Americans to
something we haven't seen in a long time-nationbuilding in America-by summoning the intelligence,
creativity, and concern for the common good that are
our greatest national resources.

(O) Dorothy Day
Dinner
The Spring Dorothy Day House dinner will be
served on May 25th, 2016. A sign-up sheet for food
and serving is on the bulletin board. Please see Jenny
Rand or Brenda Longman if you have any questions.
Your help is greatly appreciated.

(Z) Habitat for Humanity Workday
First Congregational is signed up to work at the Habitat for Humanity project in Red Wing on Saturday,
May 14. The project is a 518 – 17th Street in Red
Wing (two blocks west of Bush Street (Highway 58)
on 17th Street), and the workday goes from 8:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. We will be helping with the early stages
of the project and may be installing the I-joists (TJI)
for the main floor. We are looking for a crew of 6-9
construction workers and also several people to help
prepare and deliver the noon meal. Each construction
worker should bring the following items: hammer,
tape measure, pair of gloves, a pencil. We have a
long history of helping with Habitat projects and
have had many enjoyable, productive experiences
helping to build God’s kingdom in this world. Please
contact Parker at 507-732-7761 to let him know you
can help and there will be a sign-up sheet at church.

Birthdays for the Month of May
5/1 Carol Eick
5/2 Dick Scheerer
5/3 Sara Hartzell
Ian Johnson
Luke Johnson
5/8 Jim Wendt
Mindi Arendt
5/10 Michael Sapp
5/12 Jenny Rand
5/13 Michelle Pahl
5/14 Joy Bertsinger
Nancy Scheerer
Madelyn Rand
5/23 Bob Larsen
5/28 Jo Ludington
Deb Larsen

(O/Z) All Around the Campfire
We had so much fun with our campfire gatherings
last summer that we’re at it again this summer! One
Sunday a month, we’ll be gathering in the evening
on the church lawn. There will be a campfire. There
will be lawn games. There will be s’mores. This is a
chance for us to spend some fun, relaxed, unstructured time together, and to invite people who
may not be as comfortable coming through the
church doors for the first time. It’s also an opportunity for us to participate in the relationship of the yoke
– O people can come to the campfire at Z, and Z
people can come to the campfire at O. Bring your
neighbors and friends. Bring kids. Let’s have fun!
Zumbrota:
Sun., June 12 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Sun., July 10 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Sun., Aug. 14 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.

Oronoco:
Sun., June 26 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Sun., July 24 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Sun., Aug. 28 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Sun., Sept. 25 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.

In Our Prayers
Matthew 21:22 A nd whatever you ask in prayer,
you will receive, if you have faith.

Joyce Rucker, Eunice Markham, Sue Wedge, Jo
Ludington and Monica Blue (sister-in-law to Dick &
Janice Ostrom).

Ed & Ellen Simon’s new address:
1333 Arthur Lane N.W. #205
Rochester, MN 55901
New phone# 507-258-4507

(O) Presbytery meeting
The next Presbytery meeting is Tues., May 10 at
4:00 p.m. at Fir st Pr esbyter ian Chur ch in Stillwater. As always, Presbytery meetings are open to anyone. If you’re interested in coming, please contact
Pastor Lisa.

(O/Z) Peace Camp Planning mtg.
The Peace Camp Planning committee will be meeting Sun., May 1 at 3:00 p.m. at Z church. Please
come to this meeting with definite ideas about crafts,
make-able healthy snacks, games, etc. We’re doing
our last planning push before we put up the fliers and
start advertising.

(O) Spring Clean-Up Day
We will be holding our Spring Clean-Up day on
Sun., May 15 after late church. Yup … that’s Pentecost Sunday, so we’ll celebrate the creation of the
Church by beautifying our church! J We’ve got a list
of tasks, both indoor and outdoors, so stick around
after church for food, fun, and cleaning! Thank you
(in advance)! If the weather turns sour, we’ll reschedule for Sun., June 5 after early church.

(O) POC Spring Bake Sale
The People of the Church Spring Bake Sale will be
held Sun., May 15. Yes, that’s the same day as the
Spring Clean-Up Day. You can bring your favorite
goodies to add to the sale, buy a few more of your
favorite goodies, and then enjoy them as we clean up
the church and grounds. It’s a win-win!

(O/Z) Confirmation Schedule
Wed., May 4, 6:00-8:00 p.m. @ Or onoco
Wed., May 18, 6:00-8:00 p.m. @ Zumbr ota
We will be taking a break over the summer.

(O/Z) Twins Game Outing

(O) Celebrating Our Graduating Senior
DATE CHANGE

On Thurs., Sept. 1, the yellow brick road will lead
from OZ to Target Field! We’re headed back to anoth- We have one student graduating from high school this
er Twins game to watch the Twins take on the Chica- year – Keanan Peterson-Rucker – so we’d like to celego White Sox!
brate and honor him both during worship and in a time
of fellowship following worship. This celebration was
Date: Thurs., Sept. 1
scheduled for May 22, but we will be changing it to a
Time: game time – 7:10 p.m.
date in June that is yet to be determined. Stay tuned!
**We’ll be carpooling up and parking
somewhere to take the lightrail to the
field. Leave time is TBD.**
Ticket cost: $16 per person (This is the same section
we were in last year, but because of the schedule, we
had to bump up from an Extra Value game to a Value
game, hence the ticket price increase.)
The more, the merrier, so invite family, friends, neighbors, or anyone you like. We’ve reserved 30 tickets
but can get more if we need to (though they may be in
another section from the first group of tickets), so
please contact Pastor Lisa by Tues., Aug. 2 with the
number of tickets you need. Thank you.

OZ Theater Outing

Join a group from the OZ community for an outing
to the Guthrie Theater
Saturday, May 28, at 1:00 p.m.

Trouble in Mind

by Alice Childress
directed by Valerie Curtis-Newton
A racially charged play-within-a-play

It is 1957 in New York, and rehearsals have begun for
a racially integrated production, one the company
hopes will be the next hit. But when prejudices and
(O) Clearwater Forest
stereotypes emerge, African American actress Wiletta
Summer Camp!
Mayer questions the truthfulness of the play and faces
a difficult decision: should she swallow her pride and
(O) Clearwater Forest Summer Camps
compromise her values to achieve her lifelong dream
The boats are almost ready for the water, the high
of playing a leading role on Broadway? The Seattle
ropes are ready, the trails are cleared, the cabins
Times raved “With scathing wit and bold cancleaned, the arts and crafts have been sorted, and this dor, Trouble in Mind stakes out territory where few
can only mean one thing! Spring is here and camp is
playwrights, today or more than 50 years ago, have
in the air! Here at Clearwater Forest we are getting
dared to tread.” This award-winning satire by the first
ready for our favorite time of year and we can’t wait
African American female playwright to have a play
to have you join us!
optioned on Broadway is a lesser known classic and
has been called “one of the best plays about racism
Visit www.clearwaterforest.org for the camp schedule ever written” (The Washington Post). This production
and online registration, with programs for youth in
contains strong language.
grades 3-recent graduates, there is sure to be someA post-play discussion immediately follows the perthing for everyone. Our theme this summer is
formance, involves the actors, and provides an oppor“Fearless Faith: Courage in Community,” and it will
tunity to ask questions and to find out more about the
help campers draw courage from friends, family,
churches, and other communities to become a stronger production. For groups of at least 15, the ticket costs
range from $23 to $28 each. If we have fewer than 15,
person.
individual tickets are $44 (adults), $41 (seniors), and
$26 (season ticket holders). Please contact Parker
Too old to come to Clearwater, but still love camp?
Consider one of our family programs, volunteering a Quammen (507-732-7761) if you would like to join us
on this theater outing.
week this summer, or sponsoring a niece, nephew,
grandchild or community member to come to Clearwater. For more information, visit
www.clearwaterforest.org or give the office a call at
218-678-2325.

May 2016 Daily Lectionary

These Scripture readings are from the two-year daily lectionary of the Presbyterian Book of
Common Worship (Westminster John Knox Press 1993). The readings from the three-year Revised Common Lectionary for Sundays and Festivals are not included in this document.
Sunday, May 1
6th Sunday of Easter
Morning: Pss. 93; 150
Evening: Pss. 136; 117
Lev. 25:1–17
James 1:2–8, 16–18
Luke 12:13–21
Monday, May 2
Morning: Pss. 97; 145
Evening: Pss. 124; 115
Lev. 25:35–55
Col. 1:9–14
Matt. 13:1–16
Tuesday, May 3
Morning: Pss. 98; 146
Evening: Pss. 66; 116
Lev. 26:1–20
1 Tim. 2:1–6
Matt. 13:18–23
Wednesday, May 4
Morning: Pss. 99;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 9; 118
Lev. 26:27–42
Eph. 1:1–10
Matt. 22:41–46
Thursday, May 5
Ascension of the Lord
Morning: Pss. 47;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 68; 113
Dan. 7:9–14
Heb. 2:5–18
Matt. 28:16–20
Friday, May 6
Morning: Pss. 96; 148
Evening: Pss. 49; 138
1 Sam. 2:1–10
Eph. 2:1–10

Matt. 7:22–27

Morning: Pss. 47;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 68; 113
Zech. 4:1–14
Eph. 4:17–32
Matt. 9:1–8

Saturday, May 7
Morning: Pss. 92; 149
Evening: Pss. 23; 114
Num. 11:16–17, 24–29
Eph. 2:11–22
Matt. 7:28–8:4
Sunday, May 8
7th Sunday of Easter
Morning: Pss. 93; 150
Evening: Pss. 136; 117
Exod. 3:1–12
Heb. 12:18–29
Luke 10:17–24
Monday, May 9
Morning: Pss. 97; 145
Evening: Pss. 124; 115
Josh. 1:1–9
Eph. 3:1–13
Matt. 8:5–17
Tuesday, May 10
Morning: Pss. 98; 146
Evening: Pss. 66; 116
1 Sam. 16:1–13a
Eph. 3:14–21
Matt. 8:18–27
Wednesday, May 11
Morning: Pss. 99;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 9; 118
Isa. 4:2–6
Eph. 4:1–16
Matt. 8:28–34
Thursday, May 12

Friday, May 13
Morning: Pss. 96; 148
Evening: Pss. 49; 138
Jer. 31:27–34
Eph. 5:1–32
Matt. 9:9–17
Saturday, May 14
Morning: Pss. 92; 149
Evening: Pss. 23; 114
Ezek. 36:22–27
Eph. 6:1–24
Matt. 9:18–26
Sunday, May 15
Day of Pentecost
Morning: Pss. 104; 150
Evening: Pss. 29; 33
Deut. 16:9–12
Acts 4:18–21, 23–33
John 4:19–26
Monday, May 16
Morning: Pss. 5; 145
Evening: Pss. 82; 29
Prov. 3:11–20
1 John 3:18—4:6
Matt. 11:1–6
Tuesday, May 17
Morning: Pss. 42; 146
Evening: Pss. 102; 133

Daily Lectionary Readings - May 2016
Thursday, May 19
Morning: Pss. 97;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. Ps. 16; 62
Prov. 7:1–27
1 John 5:13–21
Matt. 11:25–30
Friday, May 20
Morning: Pss. 51; 148
Evening: Pss. 142; 65
Prov. 8:1–21
2 John 1–13
Matt. 12:1–14
Saturday, May 21
Morning: Pss. 104; 149
Evening: Pss. 138; 98
Prov. 8:22–36
3 John 1–15
Matt. 12:15–21
Sunday, May 22
Trinity Sunday
Morning: Pss. 103; 150
Evening: Pss. 117; 139
Job 38:1–11; 42:1–5
Rev. 19:4–16
John 1:29–34

Preacher’s New Mower

Matt. 13:24–30

Monday, May 23
Morning: Pss. 135; 145
Evening: Pss. 97; 112
Prov. 10:1–12
1 Tim. 1:1–17
Matt. 12:22–32

Tuesday, May 24
Morning: Pss. 123; 146
Evening: Pss. 30; 86
Prov. 15:16–33
1 Tim. 1:18—2:15
Matt. 12:33–42
Wednesday, May 25
Morning: Pss. 15;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 48; 4
Prov. 17:1–20
1 Tim. 3:1–16
Matt. 12:43–50
Thursday, May 26
Morning: Pss. 36;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 80; 27
Prov. 21:30—22:6
1 Tim. 4:1–16

Friday, May 27
Morning: Pss. 130; 148
Evening: Pss. 32; 139
Prov. 23:19–21, 29—24:2
1 Tim. 5:17–22 (23–25)
Matt. 13:31–35
Saturday, May 28
Morning: Pss. 56; 149
Evening: Pss. 118; 111
Prov. 25:15–28
1 Tim. 6:6–21
Matt. 13:36–43
Sunday, May 29
2nd Sunday after
Pentecost
Morning: Pss. 67; 150
Evening: Pss. 46; 93
Eccl. 1:1–11
Acts 8:26–40
Luke 11:1–13
Monday, May 30
Morning: Pss. 57; 145

A preacher retired and moved to the country to enjoy life and practice his hobby of yard work. Needing a lawn mower,
he headed into town to buy one. On the way he saw a sign advertising a lawn mower for sale. He stopped at the house
and a young lad came out to greet him.
The preacher asked about the lawn mower and the kid said it was behind the house. The two went to look at the lawn
mower. The engine was sputtering along at idle speed. The preacher increased the speed of the engine and mowed a few
strips. Satisfied that the mower would do the job they settled on a price of $25.00.
Later in the day, the young lad was riding his bicycle when he spied the preacher pulling on the engine starter rope. The
kid stopped and watched for a couple of minutes. He asked, "What's wrong?"
The reply came, "I can't get this mower started. Do you know how?"
The kid said, "Yep."
"Well, how do you do it? Tell me!", the preacher yelled.
The kid replied, "You have to cuss it."
The preacher rose up indignantly. "Now you listen here. I am a preacher and if I ever did cuss, not saying I have, I've
forgotten how to do it after all these years."
With a wise look on his face well beyond his years, the kid said, "Preacher, you keep on pulling that rope and it'll all
come back to ya."

Readings for the Month of May 2016

Sun., May 1 – Psalm 67; John 5:1-9
Sun., May 8 – Acts 16:16-34; John 17:20-26
Mother’s Day
Sun., May 15 – Psalm 104:24-34; Romans 8:14-17
Pentecost Sunday
Sun., May 22 – Isaiah 40:27-31; Mark 10:13-16
Sun., May 29 – 1 Kings 18:20-39; Galatians 1:1-12
Memorial Day weekend

IN TOUCH WITH THE WIDER CHURCH
United Church of Christ Contact Information
UCC national website...ucc.org
Minnesota UCC website...uccmn.org
Minnesota UCC weekly email newsletter...contact alisonb@uccmn.org
United Church News bi-monthly magazine...online at
ucc.org/ucnews
Presbyterian Church Contact Information
Presbyterian national website...pcusa.org
Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area website…
ptcaweb.org
PTCA weekly email newsletter...contact communications@ptcaweb.org
Presbyterians Today monthly magazine...subscribe (at
cost) to Presbyterians Today, P.O. Box 5178, Brentwood, TN 37024-9931 or call 1-800-558-1669

Church Staff
Organist: Katha Johnson
Secretary: Sue Johnson
Custodians: (O) Sue Johnson
(Z) Debbie Floan
Pastor: Rev. Lisa Johnson
UCC Leadership Team
Chad Vath, Moderator
Cindy DeBlieck, Clerk
Amy Pahl, Financial Clerk
Parker Quammen, Treasurer
Connie Hawley, Trustee
Bob Hawley, Trustee
Arlen Kyllo, Trustee
Sandy Pahl, Deacon
Nattalie Rolland-Vath, Deacon
Hailey Vath, Deacon
Marlene Kosobucki, Deacon
Kayn Wilshusen, Deacon
Wendy Kyllo, Deacon
Presbyterian
Leadership Team
Kim Stanton, Treasurer
Kay Erdahl, Asst. Treasurer
Ron Peterson Rucker, Ruling Elder
Brenda Longman, Ruling Elder
Janice Ostrom, Ruling Elder
Mike Rand, Ruling Elder
Peter Johnson, Ruling Elder
Lance Sorensen, Ruling Elder
Sandy Bowers, Deacon
Deb Nelson, Deacon
Joanne Schenck, Deacon
Karen Peterson Rucker, Deacon
Jenny Rand, Deacon
Gail Rucker, Deacon
People of the Church
Janice Ostrom Co-Moderator
Joanne Schenck, Secretary

Secretary’s Office Hours
Tuesday in Oronoco 10:00-3:00
Thursday in Oronoco 10:00-3:00
Office Phone# 507-367-4711
Email: oronocopc@bevcomm.net
Pastor’s Office Hours
Mondays in Oronoco 1-4:00 p.m.

First Congregational UCC
455 East Avenue
Zumbrota, MN 55992
(507) 732-7015

Presbyterian Church of Oronoco
PO Box 118
Oronoco, MN 55960
(507) 367-4711

Check out our websites at
www.oronocochurch.org
www.ucczumbrota.org

Worship Times for the Month of May 2016
5/1
5/8
5/15
5/22
5/29

9:00 (Z)
9:00 (Z)
9:00 (Z)
9:00 (Z)
9:00 (Z)

11:00 (O)
11:00 (O)
11:00 (O)
11:00 (O)
11:00 (O)

Reverend Lisa Johnson- Contact Information
Cell Phone (507) 696-8753 E-mail address: pastorlisaj@ gmail.com
Pastor Lisa’s Office Hours: Mondays 1-4:00 p.m. in Oronoco
Pastor Lisa’s blog: pastorlisaj.wordpress.com

