FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC ZUMBROTA
and
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ORONOCO
July 2016 Newsletter

(O/Z) August Joint Worship
After much discussion at the May ICC
meeting, we’ve decided to relinquish our
spot at the Goodhue County Fair. We will still be having our joint
worship on the 2nd Sunday in August, but we will go back to having an outdoor service (weather permitting) followed by a picnic
and lawn games. We will alternate churches year-to-year, so here’s
the information for this year:
Where: O church
When: Sun., Aug. 14 @ 10:00 a.m.
The hosting church – O church, this
year – will provide the meat and the
beverages. The other church – Z
church, this year – will provide the salads and the dessert.

(O/Z) ISO Bluegrass Music
IN SEARCH OF Bluegrass Music … For the joint service in August, we’d
like to find a bluegrass band that could provide some music both during
the service and possibly also during the picnic afterward. If you know of
any bluegrass bands in the area that we could contact, please let Pastor Lisa know. Thanks.

A Word from Our Pastor
137 days.
“Just” 137 more days.
*sigh*
That’s how many days we have left (as of today –
June 23) in our current political season.
137 days.
I’m not going to shock anyone when I say that this
one has already been a doozy, folks. Within the next
30 days, both the Republican National Convention
and the Democratic National Convention will convene in Cleveland, OH and Philadelphia, PA
(respectively). And if we thought things were crazy
before, just wait ………
Somehow, as a nation, we seem to have forgotten
how to compromise, how to share, how to “just get
along.” The mudslinging started months ago, first
between candidates in the same party. Soon, this will
progress to across-the-aisle mudslinging. We will be
inundated with ads – on television, on the radio,
online, and in our mailboxes – trying to convince us
that “the opponent” is wrong. Some of the political
action committees and campaigns may even throw in
the word “evil.” At this point, it wouldn’t surprise
me.
When they go to school, we teach our children to
share. We teach them to play nice. We teach them to
listen to their teachers – the people who know more
than they do, the authority figures – so they can learn
and grow. We teach them to listen to their friends so
they can build strong and healthy relationships.
And yet what kind of example have we been setting?

Finger-pointing …
Name-calling …
Villainizing …
As adults – as a nation – we might as well be sticking our fingers in our ears, closing our eyes, and
shouting, “La la la la la la!! I can’t hear you!!”
I think our children may be better behaved than we
are.
We have forgotten what Scripture teaches us.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus speaks these challenging and unforgettable words: ““You have heard
that it was said, You must love your neighbor and
hate your enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies
and pray for those who harass you so that you will be
acting as children of your Father who is in heaven.
He makes the sun rise on both the evil and the good
and sends rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love only those who love you, what reward do you have? Don't even the tax collectors do
the same? And if you greet only your brothers and
sisters, what more are you doing? Don't even the
Gentiles do the same? Therefore, just as your heavenly Father is complete in showing love to everyone,
so also you must be complete.” (Mt 5:43-48)
In his letter to the Christians in Rome, Paul says,
“But why do you judge your brother or sister? Or
why do you look down on your brother or sister? We
all will stand in front of the judgment seat of God.
Because it is written, As I live, says the Lord, every
knee will bow to me, and every tongue will give
praise to God. So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. So stop judging each other. Instead, this is what you should decide: never put
a stumbling block or obstacle in the way of your
brother or sister. … So let's strive for the things that
bring peace and the things that build each other
up.” (Rom 14:10-13, 19)
We don’t have to agree with each other. We don’t all
have to vote the same way or support the same candidate. Our differences are exactly what are supposed to make democracy such a wonderful thing –
representatives from all walks of life coming together to build a better city, state, nation, world. But in
order to this to work the way that it was intended, we
have to remember to be kind to each other and to respect each other.
Even when we disagree.
Even when we are “voting for the other person.”
Even when we have trouble understanding the opposite point of view.

(O/Z) Pastor Out of the Office
Pastor Lisa will be out from July 24-Aug. 7. The
first week, I will be out of town for continuing ed at
Synod School in Storm Lake, IA. The following
week will be vacation.

(O/Z) All Around the Campfire

In Gratitude

We had so much fun with our campfire gatherings
last summer that we’re at it again this summer! One
Sunday a month, we’ll be gathering in the evening
on the church lawn. There will be a campfire. There
will be lawn games. There will be s’mores. This is a
chance for us to spend some fun, relaxed, unstructured time together, and to invite people who
may not be as comfortable coming through the
church doors for the first time. It’s also an opportunity for us to participate in the relationship of the yoke
– O people can come to the campfire at Z, and Z
people can come to the campfire at O. Bring your
neighbors and friends. Bring kids. Let’s have fun!

(O) Dear Presbyterian Church of Oronoco,
Words cannot adequately express our gratitude for
your recent donation of $250 to Pine Island Area
Home Services. It is generous donations such as
yours that allow us to continue in our mission to
serve older adults in the Oronoco and Pine Island
area. Many blessings to you and thank you for supporting us.
Bonnie Kosmicki, Director

**NOTE: The O church has decided to include
roasting hot dogs and brats as part of this time of
fellowship, so the time has changed. Instead of starting at 7:00 p.m., we’ll be starting at 6:00 p.m. Brats/
hot dogs will be provided. Feel free to bring anything else – salad, chips, etc. And come hungry!**
Zumbrota:
Sun., July 10 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Sun., Aug. 14 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Oronoco:
Sun., July 24 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Sun., Aug. 28 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Sun., Sept. 25 - 7:00-8:30 p.m.

(Z) Habitat for Humanity Workday
First Congregational is signed up to work at the Habitat for Humanity project in Red Wing on Saturday,
July 23. The project is a 518 – 17th Street in Red
Wing (two blocks west of Bush Street (Highway 58)
on 17th Street), and the workday goes from 8:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. We will be helping with the later stages
of the project. We are looking for a crew of 6-9 construction workers and also several people to help prepare and deliver the noon meal. Each construction
worker should bring the following items: hammer,
tape measure, pair of gloves, a pencil. We have a
long history of helping with Habitat projects and
have had many enjoyable, productive experiences
helping to build God’s kingdom in this world. Please
contact Parker at 507-732-7761 to let him know you
can help and there will be a sign-up sheet at church.

(O) Thank you all for your donation to Westhaven
Children’s Home. The funds will go towards food
for the 79 kids at the home. May God continue to
bless all of you.
God’s blessings,
Jeff Peterson
Mission Jamaica Director

(O/Z) Summer Sermon Series
Throughout the summer this year, we’re going to be
reading our way through the book of Esther. Esther
is an odd little book in the Old Testament that tells
the story of Esther, Haman, King Ahasuerus, and
Mordecai. It’s a captivating story of deception and
intrigue. It also happens to be the only book in the
Bible in which God is not actually involved on an
active level. God isn’t really even mentioned very
much. So what does this ancient story of royal romance and political conspiracy have to tell us about
our faith? Come to church this summer, and you’ll
find out!

(O) Presbytery Meeting
The next Presbytery meeting is Tues., July 12 at 4:00
p.m. at Oak Gr ove Pr esbyter ian Chur ch in
Bloomington. As always, Presbytery meetings are
open to anyone. If you’re interested in coming,
please contact Pastor Lisa.

In Our Prayers

Evening and morning and at noon I will pray, and
cry aloud, and He shall hear my voice. Psalm 55:17
Joyce Rucker, Eunice Markham, Sue Wedge, Jo Ludington and Monica Blue (sister-in-law to Dick &
Janice Ostrom).

(O/Z) Contacting Pastor Lisa
Pastor Lisa has a new phone!!!
The phone number remains the same
(507-696-8753), but now you can text me!
A big thank you to the ICC for helping me get this
all sorted out and to Lance Sorensen for donating a
phone for me to use. Here we go, into the 21st century!

(Z) Covered Bridge Festival Update
What a wonderful Covered Bridge weekend we had!
On Sat., June 18, as in the past we hosted two separate activities.
First, we once again hosted the Quilt Show. Dozens
of beautiful quilts were draped over our pews, giving
visitors the chance to view the incredible handiwork
that went into them. Roughly 80 people strolled
through our sanctuary, enjoying the quilts, the delicious bars and lemonade, and a place to cool off.
Those visitors also helped raise $124 for the
Zumbrota Area Emergency Food Shelf. Thank you
to all who provided bars and lemonade for this activity, and a giant thank you to Gary Ofstie for being
willing to head up the Quilt Show this year.
At the same time, we also held our 2nd Annual Kanvas & KoolAid event for kids. Children of all ages –
infants all the way up to adults – stopped by the
church to do a little painting out on the church lawn
and enjoy a little snack. We went through 43 canvases this year – 12 more than last year! Thank you to
Chad Vath, Bonnie Rolland, Joie Rolland, and
Brittnee Nerud for helping set up and run this activity, and a giant thank you to Nattalie Vath for spearheading this awesome activity.

(O/Z) Peace Camp 2016 Update
What a great week we had with our “peace campers”
this year!! We had 9 campers (give or take … depending on the baseball/softball/t-ball schedule), and
we had a lot of fun learning about God and about
different science concepts throughout the week. Our
campers played some awesome games like lawn tic
tac toe and “keep it up” with balloons. They participated in some really fun science experiments like
dropping/breaking eggs (gravity) and making ele-

phant toothpaste (transformation). They made some
cool and beautiful crafts including a self-watering
planter and tie dye t-shirts using ice! And they
learned about how God created them, desires good
for them, loves them, and wants them to share that
love with others. Yes, we dealt with a little bit of crazy-stormy weather on Tues. night. And we had a
great family night on our last night – a delicious potlock supper, some fun crafts and table-top s’mores,
and the epic pie-ing of Pastor Lisa, Chad Vath, and 2
of our teen helpers, Michael Rand and Kaedyn Peterson-Rucker. Since our Peace Camp theme this year
was a science theme, our mission focus was also science related. We chose to raise money for the science department of George Washington Carver Collegiate Academy, a charter high school in New Orleans, Louisiana that continues to rebuild and yet do
incredible work more than a decade after Hurricane
Katrina. The peace campers raised more than $140
alone. If you are interested in contributing to this
mission before we send them our donation, please
take to either Parker Quammen (Z) or Kim Stanton
(O).
Thank you to everyone who donated funds to help us
make Peace Camp such a wonderful experience this
year. Also, thank you to Nattalie Vath, Bonnie Rolland, Chad Vath, Jenny Rand, Hailey Vath, Kaedyn
Peterson-Rucker, Michael Vath, Michael Rand, and
Skylar Olson for all your helping in planning and
executing this year’s awesome Peace Camp!!

(O/Z) Communion Date Changes
Both the Oronoco session and the Zumbrota council
have voted to move the celebration of communion
for the months of July and Sept. due to our “usual”
communion Sunday falling on a holiday weekend.
Because of the 4th of July holiday weekend, both OZ
congregations will be celebrating communion on
Sun., July 10. Because of the Labor Day holiday
weekend, both OZ congregations will be celebrating
communion on Sun., Sept. 11. Please note: We will
still have worship on Sun., July 3 and Sun., Sept.
4. We simply will not celebrate communion on those
Sundays.

(O) July Session Meeting
There will be no July session meeting, so session
will meet again on Wed., Aug. 10 at 7:00 p.m. Enjoy your “summer break”!

(Z) Songs of Hope

The 6th Annual ‘Songs of Hope’ Concert is just
around the corner!! The ‘Songs of Hope’ kids are
ages 8-18 and from countries around the world.
More than just a performing arts camp, the nonprofit
Sings of Hope TM offers participants a unique opportunity to live in community with kids from other cultures while learning and performing music from
many other countries. Campers learn to look past
prejudices, misconceptions, and newspaper headlines
as they live, sing and dance together. They practice
six hours a day, six days a week for six weeks. Then,
they take these songs of peace, love, and respect into
neighboring communities in a joyous celebration of
cultural unity, delighting their audiences along the
way. The whole company performs on every song
The activities for and around this concert are as follows:
Thurs., July 14, 4:00-5:00 p.m. @ Zumbrota’s
East Park: Games from Around the World
You’re invited to learn to play games from
the various home countries of the ‘Songs of Hope’
kids as well as bring your favorite U.S. game to
share. Open to kids of all ages, from toddlers to seniors.
Thurs., July 14, 5:30-6:30 p.m. @Zumbrota’s
East Park: Community Picnic
Come and enjoy burgers (including veggie
burgers!), salads, chips, and lemonade with the
‘Songs of Hope’ kids! A free will offering will be
accepted. As in past years, we will be helping provide for this picnic. Bob Hawley will be picking up
paper products and lemonade. If you are interested in
helping out, please contact Bob.
Thurs., July 14, 7:00 p.m. @ Zumbrota’s State
Theater
Doors open at 6:00 p.m.
This amazing choir will be performing songs
from their own countries as well as some U.S. songs,
“chosen because they offer perfect entertainment for
a warm summer’s night: folk, jazz, blues, rock ‘n’
roll, and much more.” Following the concert, stick
around for free ice cream sandwiches (as long as
supplies last!)

OZ July Birthdays
7/1 Jean Roth, Trevor Gustafson
7/3 Natalie Rolland-Vath, Larry Barnhart
7/4 Bill Wendt
7/11 Jakalyn Arendt
7/13 Joan Swarthout
7/14 Shane Matthees
7/15 Kevin Kyllo, Kaedyn Peterson-Rucker
7/16 Judy Wilder
7/17 Cliff Ludington
7/20 David Pahl
7/21 Gail Rucker
7/23 Luella Rueber
7/26 Virginian Wendt
7/28 Karen Peterson-Rucker, Sue Wedge

(Z) Coming soon: Outdoor Labyrinth
We will be installing an in-ground walking labyrinth
on our lawn. Walking the labyrinth in a meditative
practice that has been used for more than 4000 years.
So how do I walk the labyrinth? How do I use this as
a spiritual practice? “The entrance can be a place to
stop, reflect, make prayer or intention for the spiritual walk you are about to take. The walk around the
design to the center can be a “letting go” – a quieting of the thoughts, worries, lists of tasks to do, a
letting go unto the experience of being present in the
body. Arrival at the center rosette – a place of
prayer/meditation – “letting in” Gods guidance, the
divine into our lives. When ready, the walk out
“letting out” takes us back into our lives, empowered by spirit to transform our lives and actions.” (from “Guidelines for Walking a Labyrinth,”
http://sacredwalk.com/guidelines)

Our labyrinth will be roughly 40’ in diameter and
will have a bench in the middle, giving you the opportunity to sit and pray, think, meditate, or listen for
God as long as you like before journeying out again.
We will also have a sign explaining the purpose and
function of a labyrinth to anyone that chooses to stop
by. So keep an eye out!!

July 2016 Daily Lectionary

These Scripture readings are from the two-year daily lectionary of the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship
(Westminster John Knox Press 1993). The readings from the three-year Revised Common Lectionary for Sundays and Festivals are not included in this document.
Friday, July 1
Morning: Pss. 88; 148
Evening: Pss. 6; 20
Num. 24:1–13
Rom. 8:12–17
Matt. 22:15–22

Friday, July 8
Morning: Pss. 84; 148
Evening: Pss. 25; 40
Deut. 31:7–13, 24–32:4
Rom. 10:1–13
Matt. 24:15–31

Friday, July 15
Morning: Pss. 51; 148
Evening: Pss. 142; 65
Josh. 4:19–5:1, 10–15
Rom. 12:9–21
Matt. 26:17–25

Saturday, July 2
Morning: Pss. 122; 149
Evening: Pss. 100; 63
Num. 24:12–25
Rom. 8:18–25
Matt. 22:23–40

Saturday, July 9
Morning: Pss. 63; 149
Evening: Pss. 125; 90
Deut. 34:1–12
Rom. 10:14–21
Matt. 24:32–51

Saturday, July 16
Morning: Pss. 104; 149
Evening: Pss. 138; 98
Josh. 6:1–14
Rom. 13:1–7
Matt. 26:26–35

Sunday, July 3
7th Sunday after
Pentecost
Morning: Pss. 108; 150
Evening: Pss. 66; 23
Num. 27:12–23
Acts 19:11–20
Mark 1:14–20

Sunday, July 10
8th Sunday after
Pentecost
Morning: Pss. 103; 150
Evening: Pss. 117; 139
Josh. 1:1–18
Acts 21:3–15
Mark 1:21–27

Sunday, July 17
9th Sunday after
Pentecost
Morning: Pss. 19; 150
Evening: Pss. 81; 113
Josh. 6:15–27
Acts 22:30–23:11
Mark 2:1–12

Monday, July 4
Morning: Pss. 62; 145
Evening: Pss. 73; 9
Num. 32:1–6, 16–27
Rom. 8:26–30
Matt. 23:1–12

Monday, July 11
Morning: Pss. 5; 145
Evening: Pss. 82; 29
Josh. 2:1–14
Rom. 11:1–12
Matt. 25:1–13

Monday, July 18
Morning: Pss. 135; 145
Evening: Pss. 97; 112
Josh. 7:1–13
Rom. 13:8–14
Matt. 26:36–46

Tuesday, July 5
Morning: Pss. 12; 146
Evening: Pss. 36; 7
Num. 35:1–3, 9–15, 30–34
Rom. 8:31–39
Matt. 23:13–26

Tuesday, July 12
Morning: Pss. 42; 146
Evening: Pss. 102; 133
Josh. 2:15–24
Rom. 11:13–24
Matt. 25:14–30

Tuesday, July 19
Morning: Pss. 123; 146
Evening: Pss. 30; 86
Josh. 8:1–22
Rom. 14:1–12
Matt. 26:47–56

Wednesday, July 6
Morning: Pss. 96;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 132; 134
Deut. 1:1–18
Rom. 9:1–18
Matt. 23:27–39

Wednesday, July 13
Morning: Pss. 89:1–18;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 1; 33
Josh. 3:1–13
Rom. 11:25–36
Matt. 25:31–46

Wednesday, July 20
Morning: Pss. 15;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 48; 4
Josh. 8:30–35
Rom. 14:13–23

Thursday, July 7
Morning: Pss. 116;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 26; 130
Deut. 3:18–28
Rom. 9:19–33
Matt. 24:1–14

Thursday, July 14
Morning: Pss. 97;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 16; 62
Josh. 3:14–4:7
Rom. 12:1–8
Matt. 26:1–16

Thursday, July 21
Morning: Pss. 36;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 80; 27
Josh. 9:3–21
Rom. 15:1–13
Matt. 26:69–75

Friday, July 22
Morning: Pss. 130; 148
Evening: Pss. 32; 139
Josh. 9:22–10:15
Rom. 15:14–24
Matt. 27:1–10

Friday, July 29
Morning: Pss. 88; 148
Evening: Pss. 6; 20
Judg. 5:1–18
Acts 2:1–21
Matt. 28:1–10

Saturday, July 23
Morning: Pss. 56; 149
Evening: Pss. 118; 111
Josh. 23:1–16
Rom. 15:25–33
Matt. 27:11–23

Saturday, July 30
Morning: Pss. 122; 149
Evening: Pss. 100; 63
Judg. 5:19–31
Acts 2:22–36
Matt. 28:11–20

Sunday, July 24
10th Sunday after
Pentecost
Morning: Pss. 67; 150
Evening: Pss. 46; 93
Josh. 24:1–15
Acts 28:23–31
Mark 2:23–28

Sunday, July 31
11th Sunday after
Pentecost
Morning: Pss. 108; 150
Evening: Pss. 66; 23
Judg. 6:1–24
2 Cor. 9:6–15
Mark 3:20–30

Monday, July 25
Morning: Pss. 57; 145
Evening: Pss. 85; 47
Josh. 24:16–33
Rom. 16:1–16
Matt. 27:24–31
Tuesday, July 26
Morning: Pss. 54; 146
Evening: Pss. 28; 99
Judg. 2:1–5, 11–23
Rom. 16:17–27
Matt. 27:32–44
Wednesday, July 27
Morning: Pss. 65;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 125; 91
Judg. 3:12–30
Acts 1:1–14
Matt. 27:45–54

Thursday, July 28
Morning: Pss. 143;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 81; 116
Judg. 4:4–23
Acts 1:15–26
Matt. 27:55–66

(O/Z) 50th Anniversary of the Yoke
Believe it or not, we are coming up on this incredible milestone – on
the 50th anniversary of the OZ yoke!! We are in the process of planning a joint celebration (including a joint worship service) for April
2017, but we need your help … especially those of you who have stories about the yoke. Maybe it’s a story of your own experience. Maybe
it’s a story that you heard from one of our dearly departed saints of
the church who was present during the yoking. Please feel free to
share those stories with Pastor Lisa or anyone on our planning committee:
- Z: Nattalie Vath, Hailey Vath, Bonnie Rolland
- O: Jenny Rand, Gail Rucker
Also, if you’re interested in being a part of this planning committee,
please let Pastor Lisa know. The more, the merrier!

Readings for the Month of July
Sun., July 3
Esther 4:1, 3-17
Sun., July 10
Esther 5:1-14
Sun., July 17
Esther 6:1-12
Sun., July 24
Guest preacher, Rev. Martha Hendricks
Sun., July 31
Guest preacher, Rev. Julie Beck

In Touch with the Wider Church
United Church of Christ Contact Information
UCC national website...ucc.org
Minnesota UCC website...uccmn.org
Minnesota UCC weekly email newsletter...contact kareng@uccmn.org
United Church News bi-monthly magazine...online at
ucc.org/ucnews
or free subscription at United Church News, P.O. Box
247, Bellmawr, NJ 08099 or call
1-800-363-0575
Presbyterian Church Contact Information
Presbyterian national website...pcusa.org
Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area website…ptcaweb.org
PTCA weekly email newsletter...contact communications@ptcaweb.org
Presbyterians Today monthly magazine...subscribe (at
cost) to Presbyterians Today, P.O. Box 5178, Brentwood,
TN 37024-9931 or call 1-800-558-1669

Church Staff
Organist: Katha Johnson
Secretary: Sue Johnson
Custodians: (O) Sue Johnson
(Z) Debbie Floan
Pastor: Rev. Lisa Johnson
UCC Leadership Team
Chad Vath, Moderator
Cindy DeBlieck, Clerk
Amy Pahl, Financial Clerk
Parker Quammen, Treasurer
Connie Hawley, Trustee
Bob Hawley, Trustee
Arlen Kyllo, Trustee
Sandy Pahl, Deacon
Nattalie Rolland-Vath, Deacon
Hailey Vath, Deacon
Marlene Kosobucki, Deacon
Kayn Wilshusen, Deacon
Wendy Kyllo, Deacon
Presbyterian
Leadership Team
Kim Stanton, Treasurer
Kay Erdahl, Asst. Treasurer
Ron Peterson Rucker, Ruling Elder
Brenda Longman, Ruling Elder
Janice Ostrom, Ruling Elder
Mike Rand, Ruling Elder
Peter Johnson, Ruling Elder
Lance Sorensen, Ruling Elder
Sandy Bowers, Deacon
Deb Nelson, Deacon
Joanne Schenck, Deacon
Karen Peterson Rucker, Deacon
Jenny Rand, Deacon
Gail Rucker, Deacon
People of the Church
Janice Ostrom Co-Moderator
Joanne Schenck, Secretary

Church Office Hours
Tuesday in Oronoco 10:00-3:00
Thursday in Oronoco 10:00-3:00
Office Phone# 507-367-4711
Email: oronocopc@bevcomm.net

First Congregational UCC
455 East Avenue
Zumbrota, MN 55992
(507) 732-7015

Presbyterian Church of Oronoco
PO Box 118
Oronoco, MN 55960
(507) 367-4711

Check out our websites at
www.pcomn.org
ucczumbrota.org

Worship times for the month of July 2016
7/3
7/10
7/17
7/24
7/31

9:00 (Z)
9:00 (Z)
9:00 (Z)
9:00 (Z)
9:00 (Z)

11:00 (O)
11:00 (O)
11:00 (O)
11:00 (O)
11:00 (O)

Reverend Lisa Johnson- Contact Information
Cell Phone (507) 696-8753 E-mail address: pastorlisaj@gmail.com
Pastor Lisa’s Office Hours: Mondays 1-4:00 p.m. in Oronoco
Pastor Lisa’s blog: pastorlisaj.wordpress.com

