Oronoco
Presbyterian
Church
February Scripture Readings
Sunday, February 3–
Psalm 133; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 10–
Isaiah 6:1-8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Sunday, February 17–
Psalm 1; Luke 6:17-26
Sunday, February 24–
Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Luke 6:27-38

Next Session Meeting
Wednesday, March 13– 6:30 p.m.
*Please note this is a change from our regular
meeting date due to Ash Wednesday falling on
the 1st Wednesday of March
Next Presbyterian Meeting
Saturday, March 16– 9:00 a.m.
The Korean Presbyterian Church of Minnesota–
Minneapolis

From The
Pastor

Did you know that, in addition to the “biggies” like
Valentine’s Day and President’s Day, February is rife with
days that we could celebrate: Bubble Gum Day, Eat Ice
Cream for Breakfast Day, National Chapstick Day, and
International World Thinking Day?

February is also Black History Month and American Heart
Month. But being the daughter of a librarian, in our house,
February was always I Love to Read Month. And in the spirit of I Love to Read Month,
I’d like to share a couple of book recommendations with you.
Kneeling in Jerusalem: Poetry for Lent and Easter by Ann Weems
Ann Weems is an incredible, Presbyterian writer who has written a number of
books of liturgical poetry and worship resources. I chose this particular book because
Lent is right around the corner, making it especially appropriate this month. With
sections titled “On Our Way,” “Along the Way,” “Holy Week,” and “Easter,” reading
through Kneeling in Jerusalem could be an interesting and fulfilling read throughout
Lent.
A Pearl in the Storm: How I Found My Heart in the Middle of the Ocean by Tori
Murden McClure
“In the end, I know I rowed across the Atlantic to find my heart, but in the
beginning, I wasn’t aware that it was missing.” So writes Tori Murden McClure in this
powerful, inspiring memoir about her journey to row solo across the Atlantic Ocean and
all the different parts of her life that were affected by that decision. It was a journey full
of challenges and snafus but also a journey that broke her life wide open. This is a story
of strength, self-discovery, overcoming, and being overcome.
The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis
This is one of both Peter’s and my favorite books. It’s an allegorical work of
fiction by one of the most beloved Christian writers of the 20 th century. In this story,
you board a bus in the Grey Town (i.e. – Hell) bound for the High Country
(i.e. – Heaven). Through this illusory journey, Lewis addresses the ideas of good and
evil, grace and judgment. It’s an enjoyable and quick read that will get you thinking.
Always Being Reformed: Faith for a Fragmented World by Shirley C. Guthrie, Jr.
Shirley C. Guthrie, Jr. was a prominent Reformed theologian and Professor of
Theology at Columbia Theological Seminary. This book, an accessible treatise on a
wide array of theological topics, has become a staple in many seminary curricula. It’s an
interesting read that presents ideas like the Trinity, the person of Jesus Christ, and
religious relativism in ways that are engaging and easily understandable.

We Pray with Her: Encouragement for All Women Who Lead by Emily
Peck-McClain, et al.
This is a small but powerful book newly published – a beautiful little book of
devotions and prayers written by young clergywomen. It addresses a wide array of
topics in women’s lives: “a prayer for discernment,” “a prayer for infertility,” “a prayer
for a difficult meeting,” “a prayer when overwhelmed,” and more. The prayers and
devotions written are poignant, stirring, and eloquent.
Everything Happens for a Reason and Other Lies I’ve Loved by Kate Bowler
Admittedly, this is a book that I’m still reading. Kate Bowler was an assistant
professor at Duke Divinity School and a new mother when she was diagnosed with
Stage IV colon cancer – a diagnosis that understandably rocked her entire world.
Through this book, Bowler deals with all of the complex issues that surrounding
mortality, motherhood, and that complex juncture where they meet. This book is what
Glennon Doyle calls “brutiful” – both brutal and beautiful. Reading it in Caribou last
week had me ugly crying within the first few pages.
The book of Proverbs speaks often of wisdom and the pursuit of wisdom. Along these
lines, Proverbs says:

I teach you the path of wisdom.
I lead you in straight courses.
When you walk, you won’t be hindered;
when you run, you won’t stumble.
Hold on to instruction; don’t slack off;
protect it, for it is your life.
~ Proverbs 4:11-13
If you’re interested in reading any of these books, they’re all on my shelf. I would love
to loan them to you. Happy I Love to Read Month!

Winter Weather Procedure
As the winter months are once again upon us, just a reminder that occasionally, we do
have to close church due to weather and road conditions. The following are our
procedures when this happens:




Pastor Lisa and the session member assigned
to open and close the church for the month
will make the decision
Pastor Lisa will send out an all-church email
alerting people of the closing. It will also be
posted to our Facebook page (Presbyterian
Church of Oronoco) and our website



Session members will call people to let them
know of the closing using set calling lists
that we have established
Please be sure we have your accurate contact information in case of a weather-related
closing. We want to be sure everyone remains safe during this frigid season.

Ash Wednesday Service
Our Ash Wednesday service will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday
March 6. This will be a special service of prayer, reflection, and the
imposition of the ashes.

Annual Meeting
Our annual meeting of the congregation is set for Sunday February 3 during our regular 10:00 a.m. worship service. This is a chance for us as a congregation to take care of
some important business but also to remind ourselves that even when we do to the
“business” of the church, we do so for the praise and glory of God.
Following the meeting, we will have a potluck meal together. Please bring whatever
dish you’d like to share. It can be breakfast. It can be lunch. It can be dessert. It can be
anything in between!

Directory
We are in the final stages of putting together our 2019 Directory. There is a sample copy
on the table in the fellowship room. Please take a look at your entry in that copy to
make sure all the information is accurate and there is a picture. If you need to make any
changes, you can either write them in the sample copy or email those changes to Brianna.

Update from Revs. Shelvis & Nancy Smith-Mather
Revs. Shelvis and Nancy Smith-Mather are the missionaries
serving in South Sudan and Uganda who we support with our
2nd Sunday Spare Change Sunday funds. Shelvis, Nancy,
Jordan, and Adalyn welcomed another daughter/sister into
their lives in October– baby Nicole. If you would like an
update on the incredible work that Shelvis and Nancy are
doing with RECONVILE International and how their family
is doing, you can either check out the Mission Connect
newsletter on the information board at church or go to https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/
shelvis-and-nancy-smith-mather/. In the top right portion of the screen you will find a
box with a link to their 10 most recent update letters. Also on this page, you can find
links to contact bother Shelvis and Nancy as well as information on how to contribute
financially as an individual to their mission.

February Luncheon
Mark your calendar and plan to join us on Wednesday, February 20 for soup, salad,
and pie luncheon from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. A free will offering will be collected to
help support our outreach programs. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board in the fellowship room for helpers and food donations, and there are
fliers on the table in the fellowship room that you can take and hang up or
distribute in your area. Thank you!

150th Anniversary
The Presbyterian Church of Oronoco is turning 150 this year!! That’s pretty amazing,
friends! And the bonus is that the actual date of our anniversary– June 30th– just
happens to be a Sunday this year. So we want to CELEBREATE!! The session will certainly be talking about this in the months to come, but if you have any ideas for ways
to celebrate or would like to be a part of the planning for that, please talk to Pastor Lisa.

About Per Capita
At the start of the new year, I wanted to once again remind you about per capita
payments. Here’s a brief rundown of what per capita is and how it works.
“One of the great strengths of our denomination is its connectionism. Presbyterians in
Minnesota and Wisconsin are tied to the larger church ministry. One concrete form of
that connection is through our per-capita. Every Presbyterian church in the country is
required to pay a certain amount for each active member on its rolls. This money goes
to support the work and ministry of our church throughout the country.”
-from the website of the Presbyterian of the Twin Cities Area
This year’s per capita payment is $35.70 per member. Of that $35.70, the largest
portion (66%) is used by our presbytery while the rest is shared equally (17% each)
between our synod (the Synod of Lakes and Prairies) and the General Assembly
(national office.)
It is and has been the policy of the Presbyterian Church of Oronoco to pay our per
capita by the end of every year, whether individual members have contributed their
apportionment or not. If you haven’t paid your per capita for this year, please consider
doing so. You can make a check out to the O church and simply write “per capita” in
the memo. If you’re not sure whether you’ve paid your per capita this year, please
contact Kim Stanton or Hadley Thompson.

Lenten Photo Challenge
For the last few years, throughout Lent, we have done a Photo Challenge. We assigned a
word to each day of Lent – something to get us thinking and praying and digging deeper
into our faith in some way. Sometime throughout the day, you take a picture that makes
you think of that word. For example, if the word was “light,” you could take a picture of
a candle or the sun rays or the smile of a friend (as it LIGHTS up your day), etc.
We’ve had such a positive response to this activity (both from people in the congregation
and friends and family outside our beloved little church!) that we’re going to do another
one this year. There are copies of the word lists in this newsletter. Lent doesn’t begin
until March 6 with Ash Wednesday (see the Ash Wednesday newsletter piece for more
information), but I wanted to get it to you early since I know some of you are planners.
When we get a little closer to Lent, there will also be copies of the word list at church, on
the websites, and on our Facebook page.
There are two ways to participate. First, you can take a picture and post it to Facebook,
Twitter, and/or Instagram. Include the word of the day with your post as well as
#PCOLentPhoto so we can all find each other’s photos. If social media is not your forte,
you can still participate. Take the pictures with your phone or your regular camera and
keep track of which pictures go with which words. You can either share them with others
on Sunday morning during fellowship, or if you want, get them to Pastor Lisa and she
can post them on the church’s Facebook page for you (either credited to you or
anonymously, whichever you choose).
The days of the month with the corresponding words are listed below.
In advance, thank you!
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Wednesday

Session Meeting
6:30 p.m.

13
Food Shelf
4-6 p.m.

20 Happy Birthday
Jacky Rueber!
Soup, Salad and
Pie Luncheon
11:30 a.m.
27

Food Shelf
4-6 p.m.

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

P.O. Box 118
20 3rd St SW
Oronoco, MN 55960
507-367-4711

9

2

8

1

7

16

Happy Birthday
Dick Ostrom!

22

23

15

28

21

14
Food Shelf Delivery 9:45 a.m.

Lisa Johnson, Pastor
507-995-7310
Email: pastorlisaj@gmail.com

19

Tuesday

18

Pine Island Swedish Meatball Dinner
11-1 p.m.

Monday

5

Happy Birthday
Ann Hawkins!

26

12

25

11
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www.oronocochurch.org

Sunday

Worship 10 a.m.

10
Worship 10 a.m.
Confirmation
11:30 a.m.

17
Worship 10 a.m.

24
Worship 10 a.m.
11:30 a.m

Confirmation

Presbyterian Church of Oronoco
P.O. Box 118
Oronoco, MN 55960
507-367-4711

Website: http://www.oronocochurch.org

Facebook: Presbyterian Church of Oronoco

Worship—10:00 a.m.
Communion—1st Sunday of the month
Fellowship hour following worship
Sunday School—2nd & 4th Sundays
Confirmation—2nd & 4th Sundays
Rev. Lisa Johnson—contact information:
Cell: 507-995-7310
Email: PastorLisaJ@gmail.com
Blog: http://pastorlisaj.wordpress.com

