
Affirmation of Faith 
from the Belhar Confession 

 
About Belhar: This confession is a Christian statement of belief originally 
written in Afrikaans in 1982. According to the Belhar Confession, unity is 
both a gift and an obligation for the church. Another key theme of the 
Belhar Confession is the dichotomy of reconciliation and the justice of God. 
According to the confession, God is the God of the destitute, the poor, and 
the wronged, and for this reason the church should stand by people in any 
form of suffering. It claims that individual, racial and social segregation is 
sin, and that all forms of segregation always lead to enmity and hatred. 
 
 
 

We believe that God has entrusted the church 
with the message of reconciliation 
in and through Jesus Christ. 
We believe that the church is called 
to be the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world. 
We believe that the church is called blessed 
because it is a peacemaker. 
We believe that the church is witness 
both by word and by deed 
to the new heaven and the new earth 
in which righteousness dwells. 
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